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THE 
DECREET-ARBITRAL, 
1 85 PRONOUNCED BY 
© UIS MAJESTY KING JAMES VI. 
IN THE SUBMISSION 
BY THE 85 
' MERCHANTS an CRAFFSMEN 
OF 


EDINBURGH. 


AT Edinburgh, the nineteenth day 


of June, the year of God, One 


thouſand five hundred fourfcore three 
years, in preſence of the Lords of Coun- 
cil, compeared perſonally Mr John Sharp, 
John Preſtoun, Thomas Craig, and 
John Skeene, procuratours ſpecially 

— i conſtitute 


1 
conſtitute for the Proveſt, Baillies, Dea- 


cones, Counſel, and Community of the 
Burgh of Edinburgh, be the Act of 


Counſel underwritten, made in preſence 


of the Proveſt, Baillies, Deacones, Coun- 
ſet; and Community contein'd therein- 
til, of the date underwritten, and gave 
in the {iid Act of Council, with the De- 
creet-arbitral aftermentionat, given and 


pronouncit be the King's Majeſty, and 


Judges after following, ſubſcrived be 
them, and the parties after rehearſed, 
and deſired the ſame to be inſert and re- 
giſtrate in the Buiks of Counſel, to have 
the ſtrength, force, and effect of their 
Act and Decreet in time to come, and 
letters and executorials to be direct 
upon the parties ſpeciſiet thairintil, The 
quhilk deſire the ſaid Lords thought 
reaſonable; and therefore hes ordained 
and ordains the faid Act and Decreet- 
arbitral to be inſert and regiſtrat in the 

ſaid 
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{aid Buiks, to have the ſtrength, force, 
and eficct of their Act and Decreet, and 
hes interponit and interpons their De- 
creet and authority thereto, and decerns 
and ordains letters and executorials to 
be direct upon the hail parties ſpecifietin 
the ſaid Decreet-arbitral, for fulfilling 
thereof in all poynts, in manner ſpecifiet 
thereintil: Of the quhilk the tenor fal- 
lows. 


The quhilk day Mr Michael Chiſ- 
holme, AndrewSclater, John Adamſone, 
Baillies; Mr John Preſtoun Dean of Gild; 
Mungo Ruſſel Theſaurer; John John- 
ſtoun, John Harwood, John Robertſene, 
William Maule, William Neſbet, Alex- 
ander Naper, John Moriſone, Robert 
Ker, Henry Charterhouſe, Merchants; 
James Ferguſone, Bower; John Bairns- 
father, Tailyeour; and the Deakens fol- 
lowing, viz. Gilbert Primeroſe, Chirur- 
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gian; John Wat, Smith ; Edward Gal- 
braith, Skinner; Edward Hart, Gold- 

ſmith; William Hoppringle, Tailyeour; 
Thomas Dickſon, Furrier ; And fick- 
like James Ker, Fleſher; William Weir, 
Cordiner; Adam Newtoun, Baxter; Wil- 
ham Coutts, Webſter; AndrewWillam- 
ſon, Wright; William Somers, Bonnet- 

maker, remanent Deakens of Crafts, 

for themſelves, and the hail body and 
community of the Town, als well Mer- 
chants as Craftſmen, makes and conſti- 
tutes Mrs John Sharp, Thomas Craig, 
John Preſtoun, Aſſeſſours, and Mr John 
Skeene Procurator Fifcal, or any twa 

of them, their procuratours, to compear 
before the Lords of Seſſion and Coun- 
ſel whatſomever day or days conveni- 
ent, and there, in name and behalf of 
the Provoſt, Baillies, and Caunſel for the 
Merchants, and of the ſaid Deakens for 
the Crafts on the other part, to conſent 
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to theregiſtrating of theDecreet-arbitral 
given by the King's Majeſty, and Arbi- 
trators ſpecified therein, betwixt the 
Merchants and Craftſmen, in the Buiks 
of Counſel, interponing of their autho- 
rity thereto, with execution to follow 
thereupon, in manner ſpecified in the 
ſaid Decreet, and generally, c. promit- 
tentes de rato, c. Extract furth of the 
Counſel Buik of Edinburgh, be me Mr 
Alexander Guthrie, Common Clerk of 
theſamen ; Witneſs thereto my ſign and 
ſubſcription manual. 


ALEX, GUTHRIE,» 


E 
HERE FOLLOWS THE TEN OR OF THE 
SAID DECREET-ARBITRAL. 


AI Halyruidhoufe, the twenty twa 

day of Apryl, the yeir of God 
One thouſand five hundred fourſcore 
three years, we Robert Fairlie of Braid, 
Sir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie, 
Knight, and James Johnſtoun of El- 
phingſtoun, Judges Arbitrators, choſen 
for the part of Mr Michael Chiſholme, 
Andrew Sclater, John Adamſone, and 
William Fairlie, Baillies of Edinburgh; 
Mr John Preſtoun, Dean of Gild; Mun- 
go Ruſſel, Theſaurer; John Johnſtoun, 
Robert Ker younger, Henry Charter- 
houſe, John Moriſone, William Maul, 
John Harwood, John Robertſone, Wil- 
liam Inglis, Alexander Naper, William 
Neſbet, Merchants, being on the Coun- 
ſel of the ſaid Burgh, for themſelves, 


and 
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and in name and behalf, and as Com- 
miſſioners for the hail Merchants in- 
dwellers of the ſaid Burgh, on the ane 
part, and John Cockburn of Orme 
ſtoun, Mr Robert Pont Proveſt of the 
Trinity Colledge, and Mr David Lind- 
ſey Miniſter of Leith, Judges Arbitrators, 
choſen for the part of: James Ferguſone, 
Bower; John Bairnsfather, Tailyeour, 
twa of the Craftſmen, being on the 
Counſel of the ſaid Burgh; Gilbert 
Prymroſe, Deaken of the Chirurgians; 
John Wat, Deaken of the Hammer. 
men; William Hoppringle, Deaken of 
the Tailyeours; Edward Galbraith, Dea- 
ken of the Skinners; Edward Hairt, 
Deaken of the Gold-ſmiths; Adam New- 
toun, Deaken of the Baxters; Thomas 
Dickſone, Deaken of the Furriers; An- 
drew Williamſon, DeakenoftheWrights; 
William Bickertoun, Deaken of the 

Maiſſons; James Ker, Deaken of theFleſh- 
ers z 


E 
ers; William Weir, Deaken of the Cor- 
diners; Thomas Wright, Deaken of the 
Webſters; William Cowtts, Deaken of 
the Wakers; and William Somer, Dea- 
ken of the Bonnet-makers, for them- 
ſelves, and in name and behalf, and as 
Commiſſioners for the hail Craftſmen 
indwellers of the faid Brugh, on the 
uther part : And the Right Potent and 
Illuſter Prince James, be the Grace of 
God, King of Scots, ourSoveraign Lord, 
odſman and overſman, choſen be ad- 
vice and conſent of baith the faids par- 
ties, anent the removing of all queſtions, 
differences, and controverſies, quhilks 
are, or has been betwixt the ſaids Mer- 
chants and Craftſmen, concerning what- 
ſomever cauſe or occaſion, whereupon 
debate or queſtion did ariſe in any time 
betwixt them : And thereupon, baith 
the faid parties being bund, obliſt, and 
ſworn, to ſtand, abide, and —_— 
an 
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and fulfil the Decreet-arbitral, and deli- 
verance of us the faids Judges, and 
Overiman, but appellation, reclama- 
tion, or contradiction, as at mair length 


is contained in an ſubmiſſion made there- 


upon, baith the ſaids parties clames and 
griefs given in be them, with the an- 
ſwers made thereto, and their rights, 
reaſons, and allegations being heard, 
ſeen, and confidered be us, and we there- 
with being ryply adviſit, after many 
and ſundry conventions and meetings, 
with lang travels tane hereanent, hes 
all in ane voice accordit, and agreed up- 
pon the heads and articles following: 


FixsT, To take away all differences 
quhilk has been heretofore concerning 
the perſons who had the government of 
the Town, their number, power, or au- 
thority, and manner of their election; 
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it is finally concordit, decernit, and con- 
cludit chereupon as follows: 


Tur Magiſtrats and Of- 
ſicemen, ſick as Proveſt, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer, 
to be in all tymes coming of the eſtait 
and calling of Merchants, conform to 
the acts of Parliament; and gif ony 
Craftſman excerceand merchandize, ſall 
for his guid qualities be promovit their- 
to, in that caiſe he ſall leive his craft, 
and not occupy the ſame be himſelf nor 
his ſervants during the time of his of- 
ſice, and ſall not return theirto at any 
tyme theirafter quhill he obtain ſpecial 
licenſe of the Proveſt, Baillies, and 
Counſel to that effect. 


MNAGI5TRATS. 


THE Counſel to conſiſt of 
ten Merchants, to wit, the auld 
Proveſt, four auld Baillies, Dean of Gild, 

2 


Counsrrt, 
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and Theſaurer of the nixt year preceid- 


ing, and three uther Merchants to be cho- 


ſen to them, and als to conſiſt of eight 
Craftſmen thereof, ſex Deakens, and 
twa other Craftſmen, makand in the hail 
the ſaid Counſel eighteen perſons, and 
this by the Officemen of that year, to 


wit, the Proveſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, 


and Theſaurer. 


AND as to the manner of 


the Election, It is firſt generally . 


accordit and concludit, that na manner 
of perſon be choſen Proveſt, Baillies, Dean 


of Gild, or Theſaurer, ſuppoſe they be 


Burgeſſes of the Burgh, and able there- 
fore, without they have been an year 
or twa upon the Counſel off before. 
And anent the Counſel, the auld maner 
of giving in of tickets be the Deakens, 
out of the quhilk the twa Craftſmen 


were yearly choſen, to be abrogat, dif- 
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chargit, ceaſe, and expyre in all tymes 
coming, ſwa that the ſaids twa Craftſ- 
men ſhall be choſen yearly, without 
ony ingiving of tickets, indifferently of 
the beſt and worthieſt of the Crafts, be 
the ſaids Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel 
allanerly ; and nane to be of the Coun- 
{el above twa year together, except they 
be Officemen, or be vertue of their of- 
fices be on the Counſel. Sicklike, anent 
the lytts of the Baillies, they fall not be 
dividet nor caſten in four ranks, three 
to every rank, as they were wont to be, 
bot to be choſen indifferently, ane out 
of the twelff lytts, ane uther out of ele- 
ven lytts, the third out of ten, and the 
fourt out of nyne lytts. Anent the 
Deakens, that nane be electit Deaken, 
except he that has been an maiſter of 
his Craft twa year at the leaſt; and that 
nane of them be continued in their of- 
fice of Deakenſhip above twa year to- 


gidder. 


it 


ih 
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gidder. Laſt, in general, that nane 
have vote in lytting, voiting, or elect- 


ing of the Proveſt, Baillies, Counſel, and 
Deakens, Dean of Gild, or Theſaurer, 
but the perſons hereafter following al- 


lenarly, in manner after ſpecifit. 


AxnD to proceid in the Eiern 12 
ſaid Election, It is found 8 
guid to begin at the choo- 
ſing of the Deakens of Crafts, quhilks 
are fourteen in number, to-wit, Chirur- 
gyanis, Goldſmy ths, Skinners, Furriers, 
Hammer- men, Wrights, Maſons, Tail- 


yeours, Baxters, Fleſhers, Cordiners, 


Webſters, Waulkers, Bonnet-makers: 


Swa the Deakens now preſent ſhall ſtand 
and continue quhil the third Counſel 
Day before the auld time of election of 
the new Counſel, quhilk was on the 
Wedneſday next preceeding the Feaſt 
of Michaelmaſs; upon the quhilk third 

Counſel 
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1 
Counſel Day, the Proveſt, Baillies, and 


Counſel now ſtandand, extending to 


nineteen perſons, and fra thence furth 


pyearly, and ilk year, the Proveſt, Baillies 


and _Counſel, conſtitute of the ſaid 
twenty-five perſons, fall call in before 
them the ſaids Deakens of Crafts, every 
anc ſeverally, and require their opinion 
and judgment of the beſt and worthieſt 


of their Crafts. Thereafter, the ſaids 


Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel, ſhall no- 
minat and lytt three perſons of the 
maiſt difcreet, godly, and qualified per- 
fons of every ane of the ſaĩds Fourteen 


Crafts, maiſt expert hand- labourers of 


their awen Craft, Burgeſſes and Free- 
men of the Brugh, whereof the auld 
Deaken ſhall be ane, and cauſe deliver 
their names to the Deakens, every anc 
according to their Craft ; quhilk Dea- 
kens, on the morn thereafter, ſall aſſem- 
ble and convein their Crafts, and every 
Craft 
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Craft be themſelves, furth of thir names 
ſhall elect ane perſon, wha fall be their 
Deaken for that year; and upon the next 
Counſel Day after the ſaid Election, the 
auldDeakens, with ſome of the maſters 
of their Crafts, ſall preſent the new Dea- 


A ken to the Counſel, quha fall authorize 
7 them i in their offices. 


Nxxr, To —— to the | * Covunsegri. 


Election of the NewCoun- DIKkxs. 


ſel. The ſaid day of preſenting of ne- 
Deakens, the Proveſt, Baillies, and Coun- 


ſel, now ſtandand of nineteen perſons, 
and fra then furth, the ſame day yearly, 
Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel of twenty- 


five perſons ſall chooſe furth of the ſaids 
Fourteen Deakens, ſex perſons to be ad- 
joyned with the New Counſel for the 
year to come, and to have ſpecial vote in 
lytting and chooſing of the Proveſt, 


Willies, and Counſel; and the ſame day, 
_ the 
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the auld ſex Deakens, quhilk was upon 
the Counſel the year preceeding, to be 
removed, and have na farther vote for 


that year, except ſome of them be of 
the number of the new elected Deakens. 
3 

1 THEREAFTER, upon the 
8 Wedneſday next, preceed- 
ing Michaelmaſs ilk year, 

the Proveſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, The- 
ſaurer, and ten Merchants of the Counſel, 
and the ſaid ſex Deakens, and twa Craftſ- 
men, and in the hail twenty-five per- 
ſons, and twenty-ſex votes, be reaſon of 

the Proveſt's twa votes, ordinarily ſtand- 

and at all tymes, fall conveen and chooſe 

the New Counſel, to the number of 

eighteen perſons, to wit, the auld Pro- 
veſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Theſau- 
rer of that year, and the faid ſex Deakens 
to make thretteen perſons thereof, and 
to them to be choſen three Merchants, 
and 


ind twa Craftſmen, and thir perſons to 
be callit the New Counſel : And gif ony 
perſon of the Merchants chofen upon 
the New Counſel, happens to be put on 
the lytt of an uther office, and promo- 
vit thereto, ane other fall be choſen in 


his room be the ſaids Proveſt, * 
and Counſel. | 


'TrzIDLY, To proceid to , or Nia 
the chooſing of the Lytts ecruars. 
to the Magiſtrats and Office- men, fic as 
Proveſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and The- 
ſaurer: Upon the Friday nextthereafter, 
there ſall conveen the ſaid New Counſel 
of eighteen perſons, and the auld Coun- 
ſel, conſtitute of twelff perſons, viz. ten 
Merchants and twa Craftſmen, the ſaid. 
new and auld Counſel, makand twenty 
Merchants and ten Craftſmen, and in 
the hail thretty perſons, bythe Proveſt's 
odd. vote; quhilks perſons ſolemnatiy 
C proteſting 


2 — 2 


Etrrcriox or Ma- 


9 ceed to the electing and 
chooſing of the ſaid Magiſtrats and 
Office- men, upon the Tueſday nixt 
alter Michaelmaſs yearly, there fall con- 


F 8 | 
proteſting before Go, that they ſhall 
chooſe - the perſons whom they find 
maiſt meet, without favour, hatred, or 


ony kind of colluſion ; then fall begin 


and chooſe the lytts to the ſaid Magi- 


ſtrats and Ofhice-men, to every ane of | 
them three lytts; that is to ſay, to the 
Proveſt, twa lytts with himſelf; to the 


four Baillies, every ane of them three 


lytts, the auld Baillies not beand ane, 
except they be new choſen thereto; to 
the Dean of Gild, twa lytts with him- 


ſelf; and to the Theſaurer, twa lytts 


with himſelf; quhilks hail lytts fall be 
of the order and calling of Merchants, 
2s ſaid is. 


FouxrHLY, To pro- 
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veen. the ſaids thretty perſons of new 
and auld Counſel, and with them the 
reſt of the Deakens of Crafts, quhilks 
are not of the Counſel, extending to 


eight perſons; the hail perſons ſwa 
conveenand, extending to thretty-eight 
perſons by the faid odde vote, there- 
of twenty Merchants, and eighteen | 
Trades; quhilks perſons fall begin at 
the lytts of the Proveſt, and every ane 
in their awen rank give their votes to 
fic as they find maiſt meet for the well of 
the Town, according to their conſcience 
and knawledge, but feid or favour; . 
and on whom the greateſt number of 
votes {all fall, that he be ſworn, receivit, 
and admittit Proveſt for that year; and 


ſ wa to proceed thorow the lytts of the 


Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer, 
quhill the ſaid Election be compleatly 


| endit. The ſaids Proveſt, Baillies, Dean 


of. _— Theſaurer, and Counſel, electit 
C. 2. a8. 
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as faid is, makand in the hail twenty- 

five perſons; they only, and na uthers, 
| fall have the full government and ad- 

miniſtration. of the hail Common-welll 

of this Burgh, and in all things, as the 
Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel thereof, 
or of any uther burgh had of before, or 
may have hereafter, be the laws or con- 
ſuetude of this realm, infeftments and 
priviledges grantit to this Town be 
our. Sovereign Lords maiſt Noble Pro- 
genitors; exceptand always thir cauſes 
following, in the quhilks the hail four- 
teen Deakens of Crafts ſall be callit and 
adjoyned with them to give their ſpe- 
cial vote and conſultation thereinto, to 
wit, In election of the Proveſt, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer, as ſaid is; 
In ſetting of Feus, or any manner of 
Tacks, attour the yearly rowping upon 
Martinmaſs-even; In giving of benefices 
and uther offices within Burgh; In 


granting 


[ 21 ] 
granting of extents, contributions, em- 
primits, and ſicklike ; bigging of com- 
mon warks; and in diſponing of com- 
mon good above the ſum of twenty 
pound togidder. 


PROVIDING. NEVERTHE= FESS Ml 
LESS, that the Deakens, not vu Dzaxens, 
of the Counſel, nor ony **" 2 
of them, beand perſonally warned to 
that effect, and abſenting themſelves, 
ſwa oft the laſt Deacone, or any uther 
that was in lytt with him that yeir, 
ſall ſupplie their room; and they 
beand perſonally a. and ab-. 
ſent, the reſt compearand fall have 
power to proceed: gif ony of the Pro- 
veſt, Baillies, and Counſel. be abſent, 
the reſt wha are preſent. fall chooſe an 
uther in their room. And to avoid all 
ſuſpicioun that has riſen in times paſt, 
through the particular aſſemblies, - con- 
ventiouns, and convocations, contrair 

the 


the acts of Parliament, and to the trou- 
ble of the quyet ſtate of this Brugh, 


Ir is agreitand concludit, 
that nather the Merchants 
amang themſelves, nather the Crafts and 
their Deakens, or viſitors, fall have or 
make ony particular or general Con- 
ventions, as Deakens with Deakens, Dea- 
kens with their Crafts, or Crafts amang 
themſelves, far leſs to make privat laws, 
or ſtatutes, poind and diftrenzie at their 


ConvenTIOUNS. 


awen hands for tranſgreſſions, by the 


advice and conſent of the Proveſt, Bail- - 
lies, and Counſel. 


Dran or Go ExCEPTAND always, 


car covrren ms that the Dean of Gild may 


CounseL. 


aſſemble his Brether and 
Counſel, in their Gild Courts, con- 


form to the ancient laws of the Gild- 


rie, and priviledges theirof; and that 


ſioners in Conventioun of Burrows, it 
is thought guid be the Commonaris, 


1 W 3 


any ane Craft may convein together 


amang themſelfs, for the chooſing of 


their Deaken, at the tyme appointit 
theirto, and in manner before expreſt; 
making of Maſters, and trying of their 
handiewark allanerly: And gif ony Bre- 
ther, or Deakens of Crafts ſall find out, 

or devyſe any good heids that may tend 
©: to the weill of their Craft, they fall pro- 
pone the ſame to the Magiſtrats, wha ſall 
ſet forward an act or ſtatute thairupon, 
and interpone their authority thereto, 


| . As it bees found reaſonable. 


ITEM, As tuitching the 
Commiſſioners in Parlia- 
ment, General Counſel, and Commiſ- 


- 
*% 


CoMM1$S$SIONERS., 


that in all tymes coming the ane of the 

ſuaids Commiſſioners for the Brugh of 
Edinburgh fall be choſen be the ſaid 
5 Proveſt 


AUDITORS. 


[ 44 1] 


' Proveſt and Baillies, furth of the num- 


ber and calling of Craftſmen, and that 


_ perſon to be an Burgeſs and Gild-Bro- 


ther of the Brugh, of the beſt, expert, 
wiſe, and honeſt reputatioun. 


Auditors of all the Town's 
comptis fall hereafter be choſen of equal 


number of Merchants and Craftſmen, 


be the Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel. 


GiLDRIE. 


controverſies for the Gildrie, 


it is finally, with common conſent, ap- 


poyntit, agreit and concludit, that als 
weill Craftſmen as Merchants, fall be re- 
ceived and admitted Gild-brether, and 
the ane not to be refuſit nor ſecludit 
therefra mair nor the uther, they being 
Burgefles of the Brugh, als meit and 


qualified thairfore; and that Gild-bre- 
13 ther 


ITEM, It is agreed, that the 


IrEMu, Toward the lang 
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ther to have liberty to uſe merchandice. 
Their admiſſion and tryal of their qua- 
Uficatioun to be in the power and hands 
of the Proveſt, Baillies, Theſaurer, and 
Counſel, with the Dean of Gild, and 
his Counſel, quhilk fall conſiſt in equal 
number of Merchants and Craftſmen, 
Gild-brether, not exceiding the number 
of ſex perſons, by the Dean of Gild 
himſelf ; and that no perſon, of what- 
ever faculty ſoever he be, {all bruik the 
benefit of an Gild-brother, without he 
be receivit and admittit thereto, as ſaid is, 


 IveM, That na manner Boscrssrs, 
of perſon be ſufferit to uſe rs. 
merchandice, or occupy the handie- 
wark of ane free Craft within. this 
Brugh, or yet to exerce the liberty and 
priviledge of the ſaid Brugh, without 


he be Burgeſs and Freeman of the 
ſame, 


ML 
© 


ON Irzu, 


Funn ft - - 
2 5 
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 Irzem, Becauſe the Mer- 
ExTEXT® 8 chants and Craftſmen of 
this Brugh are now to be incorporat in 
an Society, and to make an hail Town, 


and Common-welll, it is thought expe- 


dient, and concludit, to abrogat the for- 
mer cuſtome of dividing and ſetting of 


_ extents, wherein the Merchants payit 


four parts, and the Crafts the fifth part: 
And theirfore it is agried, that as they 
watch and waird together, ſwa in all 
extents, emprimits, contributiouns, and 
the like ſubſidies to be impoſit upon 
the Burgh, Merchants and Craftſmen to 
bear the burden and charge theirof in- 
differently over-head, according to their 
ability and ſubſtance, throw the hail 
quarters of the Town, without diviſioun 
of the rolls in Merchants and Craftſmen 
in any time coming. The extentours 
fall be of equal number of Merchants 
and Craftſmen, eight perſons of the 
ane calling, and cight perſons of the u- 
ther, 


i & 1 
ther, to be electit, ſworn, and receivit 
be the Proveſt, Baillies, and Counſel, 
out of the maiſt diſcreit and ſkilful of all 
the Town, void of all partial affectioun 
and hatred: And that na manner of 
perſon uſand the trade of Merchant or 
Craftſmen, and occupyand the friedome 
of the Brugh, and able to pay any ex- 
tent, not beirand the office of Proveſt 
or Baillies in the mean time, fall be any 
wayis exemit fra the real and actual 
payment thereof, 


Irzm, As the hail body CorLtemioun, 
of the Town, conſiſtand of _ 
Merchants and Craftſmen, does bear an 
common burden of watching, waird- 
ing, extenting, and of the like portable 
charges, having an common-good pro- 
per to nane, {wa neidful it is for mak- 
ing an equal unity, and charitable con- 
"cord, that there be in the hail Town but 
„ 0 
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an collection, and an purſe, not pecu- 
liar to any, but common to all, of the 
hail dewties and caſualties, callit the en- 
tres-ſilver of prenteiſſes, upſets, owkly- 


pennies, un-laws, and ſicklike, to be 
collectit in all times coming, and re- 


ceived baith of Merchants and Craftſ- 
men, and put in an common purſe ; 
and to that effect the Merchants to take 
and have prentices, as well as Craftſ- 


men, and to be aſtrictit and obleiſt their- 


to, and na prentice always to be receiv- 


ed of ather of them for ſhorter time nor 


the ſpace of fyve yeirs compleit. And 
for the better knowledge to be had 


heirof, and for obſerving an good or- 


dour in collectioun of the ſame, that 
there be an common book made, and 
keipit be the common Clerk of this 


Brugh preſent, and to come, wherein 


the names of all prentices to Merchants 
and Craftſmen, the name of their ma- 
ſter, 


TW 13 

ſer, day of their entries, and ſpace of 
their prenticeſhip, fall be inſert and 
buikit ; for the quhilk the Clerk fall 
have at their buiking of ilk perſon ſex 
pennies, and for the outdraught twelf 
pennies, quhilk buik fall be to the pren- 
tice an ſufficient probatioun of his en- 
tries, and an charge to the Collectors of 
the ſaid dewties. If any man be an 
prentice heirafter, and not put in the 
{aid buik, his prenteiſhip fall be to him 
of na effect. Alſwa, be reaſon every 
induſtry is not of like valour and ſub- 
ſtance, it is declairit, that ilk rank or de- 
gree of prenteiſles fall pay, to wit, the 
Merchant prentice, and fic kind of peo- 
ple as were wont to extent with them, 
and are not under the ſaid fourteen 


Crafts, to pay at his entres the day of 


his buiking to the ſaid collectioun thret- 
tie ſhulling, and at his up- ſet, or end of 
his prenteiſhip, fyve pound. The pren- 


teis 


L 56 } 

teis to an Skynner, Chirurgian, Gold- 
ſmith, Fleſher, Cordiner, Tailyeour, 
Baxter, and Hammer-men, at their en- 
try and buiking, to the ſaid collec- 
tioun twenty ſhilling, and for their up- 
ſet fyve pund. The prentice to an Ma- 
ſoun and Wright at his entrie thretteen 
ſhilling four pennies, and his up-ſet three 
pund ſex ſhilling eight pennies. The 
prentice to an Webſter, Waker, Bon- 
net-maker, Furriour, at his entry ten 
ſhilling, and for his up-ſet fiftie ſhil- 
ling: And thir dewties to be tane by 
their owkly-pennies, and dewties of 
their Burgeſhips: And to cauſe all per- 
ſons to be mair willing to enter them- 
ſelves in prenteiſhip with the Burgeſles 
and Frie-men of the Burgh, this privi- 
ledge 1s grantit to the ſaids prenteiles, 
that they ſal pay na mair for their 
Burgeſhip to the Dean of Gild, but fyve 
punds by the dewties foirſaids; And 

| 1 
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in augmentatioun of the ſaid collec- 
tioun, when any perſons fall happen to 
be made Burgeſſes of this Burgh, wha 
was na prenteis to an Merchant, or 
Craftſman, Frie Bwrgeſs of the ſaid 
Brugh, or has not compleit his pren- 
teiſhip, fall pay to the ſaid collectioun, 
at his admiſſioun, the double of the haill 
prenteis or entries-lilver, up-ſet and 
buiking, by the dewty payit to the Dean 
of Gild for his Burgeſhip, or Gildne, 
quhilk is twenty punds for his Burge. 


ſhip, and fourty pund for his Gildrie; 
the priviledge alwayes of the bairns of 


Burgeſſes and Gild-brether not being 
prejudged heirby, quha fall pay the auld 
accuſtomed dewty to the Dean of Gild 
allenarly. Thir dewties and collec- 
tiouns, or caſualities of entres-ſilver, up- 
ſets, owkly-pennies, un-laws, and ſick- 
| like, to be received in all times com- 
ming, of all Merchants and Craftſmen 

W 


FR] 


indifferently, put in the ſaid common- 
purſe, and imployit be the advyce and 
command of the Proveſt, Baillies, and 
Counſel, for ſupport and relief of the 
failyiet and decayet Burgeſſes, Mer. 
chants, and Craftſmen, their wyfes, 
bairns, and auld ſervants, and uther 
poor indwellers of the Town. The Pro- 
veſt, Baillies, Counſel, and haill Deakens, 
every yeir after electioun of the Ma- 
giſtrates, ſall chooſe the collectors of the 
ſaid dewties and caſualities, of equal 
number of Merchants and Craftſmen, 
and to devyſe and ſet down ſic good 
ordowr as they fall find meet and ex- 
pedient for the perfyte and reddie in- 
bringing thereof. And laſt, the ſaid 
Collectors ſall make yeirly compts of 
their intromiſſioun theirwith, at the 
tyme of making of the Town's compts; 
and fall find ſufficient cautioun at their 
admiſſioun, for compt, reckoning, and 
payment. 
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payment. Item, it is ordained, that baith 
the ſails parties, Merchants and Craftſ- 
men, now preſent, and. their ſucceſſors, 


' fall inviolably obſerve, keip, and fulfill 


this preſent appointment and Decreit- 
arbitral, and every heid, clauſe, and ar- 
ticle conteinit therein. Likeas, his Ma- 
jeſty and the ſaids Judges, wills and or- 
dains them, with willing hearts to put 
in oblivion all bypaſt enormities, im- 
brace and entertain love and amity, and 
as they are of ane City, ſwa to be of ane 
mind; then fall they be acceptit of Gop, 
ſtop the mouths of them quhilk tuik 
occaſion be their diviſion to ſlander the 
truth; then ſall they be mair able to 
do our Soveraign Lord acceptable ſer- 
vice, and have an ſtanding and flouriſh- 
ing Common-weal: And finally, his 
Majeſty and the ſaids Judges will eſteem 
their lang travels fruitfully beſtowit. 


E ATTOUR, 


[mn J 


ArTouR, his Majeſty 
and the faids Judges, or- 
dains the practice and execution of this 
preſent appointment and Decreet to be 
and begin after the day and date here- 
of, and to continue, and be obſervit and 
keepit as ane perpetual law in tyme 
coming; and whaſoever contraveins the 
ſamen, fall be repute and halden ane 
troubler of the quiet eſtate of the Com- 
mon-weal, incurre the note of infamy, 
and forfault and tyne their freedome 
for ever; and otherwiſe to be perſewit 
and puniſhit as ſeditious perſons, con- 
form to the laws of the realm, with all 
rigor and extremity: And ordains thir 
preſents to be ratifiet and approvet in 
his Highneſs next Parliament ; and, in 
the mean tyme, the ſame to be actit and 
regiſtrat in the Buiks of Counſel and 
Seſſion, and to have the ſtrength of acts 
and decreets of the Lords thereof, and 

| that 
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that their authority be interponit there- 
to, and letters and executorials to paſs 
thereupon, in form as effeirs. And for 
acting and regiſtrating of the ſamen, 
makes and conſtitutes, Mrs John Sharp, 


John Preſtoun, Thomas Craig, and John 


Skeen, our procurators, conjunctly and 
ſeverally in àberiore forma, promitten. de 
rato. In witneſs whereof, the ſaids 
Judges and Overſman, togidder with 
the ſaids Commiſſioners, in token of 
their conſents and acceptation of the 
premiſſes, has ſubſcrivit thir preſents 


with their hands, as follows, day, year 


and place foreſaid. 
JAMES R. 
Robert Fairlie of Braid. 
Archibald Naper of Edinbellie, 
Knight. 
James Johnſtoun of Elphingſtoun. 
John Cockburn. 
* David 


Lo 3 
David Lindſey. 
Robert Pont. 
Alexander Clerk, Provoit. 
Mr-Michacl Chitholme, Bailke. 
Andrew Sclatter, Baillie. 
John Adamſone, Baillie. 
Mr John Preſtoun, Dean of Gild. 
Mungo Ruilel, Theſaurer. 
Robert Ker, younger. 
Henry Charters. 
John Moriſon. 
John Harwood. 
john Robertſon. 
William Niſbet. 
Alexander Naper. 
James Ferguſſone. 
William Mauld. 
John Johnſtoun. 
Edward Galbraith. 
Gilbert Primroſe. 
John Wat. 


james Ker. (with my hand.) 


William 


. 
William Pringle. . 
Edward Hairt. 
John Bairnsfather, Tailyour. 
Thomas Dickſon. 
Andrew Williamſone. 
Thomas Wright. 
William Bickerton. 
William Somer. 
Adam Newtoun. 
William Weir. 
William Cowts. 


with our hands at the pen led be the 
notars underwritten, at our command, 
becauſe we cannot write ourſelves. 


Ita e, Mr Alexander Guthrie, notarius 


publicus, ac teſtis in premiſſis, de mandatis 
diftarum perſonarum ſcribere neſcientium, 
ut afſeruerunt : Teſtantibus his meis ſigno 
ac ſubſcriptione manualibus, Acta 14. & 
Maj 25. 1583. 


Ita 
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lia 925 Mr David Guthrie, conotarius 


in premiſſis de mandatis dictarum perſona- 


rum ſcribere neſcientium: Teſte manu pro- 


pria. 


Extraqum delibro Actorum, per me Alex-- 
andrum Hay, de Eiſter Kennet, Cleri- 
cum Rotulorum Regiſtri ac Concilii, S. D. N. 
Regis, ſub meis figno ei ' ſubſcriptione manua- 
libus. | 
| ALEXANDER HA. 


by. "7g | . 5 fy — " 


DECREET-ARBITRAL 


LORD 1 


HEREAS by two ſeveral ſub. 
miſſions, dated and ſigned at 


Edinburgh, the 14th and 14th days of 
March 1729 years, by the Magiſtrates 
and Merchant-Council, and Deacons of 
Crafts, and Trades Counſellors of the 
ſaid Burgh, on the one and other parts, 


and in the behalf, and purſuant to the 


powers therein mentioned, ſeveral que- 
ſtions and differences between the ſaid 
Incorporations, and the ſaid Magiſtrates 
and Merchant- Council, touching the 


matters 


E 
Ita eſt, Mr David Guthrie, conoiariuis 
in premiſſis de mandatis dictarum perſona- 
rum ſcribere neſcientium: Teſte manu pro- 
pria. | 


Extraqum delibro Actorum, per me Alex-- 
andrum Hay, de Eiſter Kennet, Cleri- 
cum Rotulorum Regiſtri ac Concilii, S. D. N. 
Regis, ſub meis ſigno et ſubſcriptiene manua- 
libus. 

ALEXANDER HA. 


3 
DECREET-ARBITRAL 
»Q FP 


I. OR D 1 


XXTHEREAS by two ſeveral ſub. 
miſſions, dated and ſigned at 
Edinburgh, the 13th and 14th days of 
March 1729 years, by the Magiſtrates 


and Merchant -Council, and Deacons of 


Crafts, and Trades Counſellors of the 
ſaid Burgh, on the one and other parts, 
and in the behalf, and purſuant to the 
powers therein mentioned, ſeveral que- 
ſtions and differences between the ſaid 
Incorporations, and the ſaid Magiſtrates 

and Merchant-Council, touching the 

matters 
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matters therein fet forth, were ſubmit- 
ted to me as ſole Arbiter, choſen and 


elected by both parties, and particular- 
ly, certain proceſſes at their inſtance a- 


gainſt others, depending before the 
Lords of Council and Seſſion; and I ha- 


ving maturely conſidered the ſaid mu- 


tual proceſſes, with the minutes and 
claims, and anſwers, with the vouchers 


given in by them hinc inde, and heard 
parties procurators in my own preſence 
viva voce, and having weighed the ar- 


guments on each ſide, and peruſed the 


precedents laid before me jointly by 
both parties; I give forth my final Sen- 
tence and Decreet-arbitral, in manner 


and to the effect following: THAT 18 


TO SAY, FINDS, DECERNS and DE- 
CLARES, That no perſon who has de- 
ſerted and given over the practice and 


exerciſe of his trade and occupation 
within the city of Edinburgh, and liber- 
ties 


E 

ties thereof, unleſs he reſide within the 
ſaid town or liberties, and at the ſame 
time ſubject himſelf to the common 
burdens of the Town and Incorporation 
whereof he 1s free, or who is received 
as a member or ſervant in any of the 
Town's hoſpitals, or who is a penſioner 
of the Town or Trade, or has or en- 
Joys any benefit or lucrative office from 
the Town or Trade, or who, at any 
time within ſix months preceding, has 
been received, or was member, ſervant, 
or penſioner as aforeſaid, or held or en- 
joyed ſuch benefice or lucrative office, 
hath, or ought to have any vote in the 
election of a Deacon, or other officer of 
the Incorporation, or in making up leets, 
in order to the election of a Deacon or 
other oſſicer, or to act or vote in any 
meeting whatſoever of any Incorpora- 
tion within the ſaid City. And further, 
FINDS, DECERNS: and ORDAINS; 
That the uſage and cuſtom of. preſent- 

F ing 
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ing leets of ſix perſons made by the ſe- 
veral Incorporations, and atteſted by 
their reſpective Clerks, to the Magi- 
ſtrates and Council, in order to their 
making ſhort leets of three for election 
of Deacons, be inviolably for ever ob- 
ſerved, and that the ſhort leets be re- 
turned by them out of the ſaid leets of 
fix, regularly and legally made and at- 
teſted : But FINDS, DECERNS, and 
DECLARES, That the Council, to 
whom the new Deacons are to be pre- 
ſented, and by whom they are by the 
Sett to be authorized in their offices, 
are, by the nature of the thing, and the 
precedents, and conſiſtently with the 
Sett, Judges in the firſt inſtance, of que- 
ſtions that may be ſtirred concerning 
the right of perſons claiming to be ad- 
mitted into the office of Deacon; ſubject 
nevertheleſs to complaint, and the re- 
view of the proper Court, as accords of 
the law: And FINDS, DECERNS, 
| , 1 and 
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and DECLARES, That the Provoſt has 
right to the firſt vote in every matter 
and thing, and to a caſting vote, in caſe 
of an equality, and to no other or fur- 
ther vote in any caſe whatſoever : And 
alſo FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That according to the Sett 
of the Town, there muſt be three per- 
ſons in every leet for the ſeveral offices 
of Provoſt, Dean of G1ld, and Treaſurer, 
and twelve perſons in the leet for Bail 
lies: But it is not determined by the 
Sett, whether the faid leets ſhould con- 
tain one and twenty different perſons ; 
and the uſage appears to be in the con- 
trary, which therefore ought to prevail. - 
And further FINDS, DECERNS, and - 
DECLARES, That the Deacons Extra- 
ordinary, or not of the Council, have 
a vote in chuſing proxies for the ab- 
ſent members of the Ordinary Council 
at the annual election, in all ſteps where 

Fai: they 
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they have a right to be preſent: And 
alſo FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That the right of calling the 


Council, Ordinary and Extraerdinary, 
belongs to the Provoſt or Preſes of the 
meeting; and, upon an execution re- 
turned, of the members being ſummon- 
ed by the ſaid Provoſt or Preſes his or- 
der, thirteen of the Ordinary, and ſe- 
venteen of the Extraordinary Council, 
may proceed and act in the ſame man- 
ner, as if all the members were preſent: 
But if the Provoſt or Preſes ſhall hap- 
pen to neglect, or ſhall refuſe to call a 
Council on Wedneſday, the ordinary 
Council-day, a majority of the ſaid 
Council may, forty-eight hours preced- 
ing the ordinary and ſtated time of 
meeting, require the aforeſaid Provoſt 
or Preſes, under form of inſtrument, to 
call a Council, and, upon his refuſal or 
neglect to comply with the demand ſo 
made, 


[ 45 J 
made, the majority of the ſaid Conncil 
may meet on the ſaid uſual and ſta- 
ted time, and proceed to do buſineſs: 
And FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That the Council, Ordinary 
and Extraordinary, bave the ſole power 
and right of governing the Trinity Ho- 
ſpital, and cannot delegate the ſame to 
any other perſon or perſons whatſoever: 
And DECERNS and ORDAINS the 
accompts of the town to be fitted and 
audited within the year to which the ſaid 
accompts relate, or within three months 
after the expiration of the ſaid year; 
and that no article of depurſement of 
the Town's money ought to be allow- 
| ed, unleſs the ſame be ſufficiently 
vouched : And FINDS and DECERNS, 
That the expence of all public treats 
ought to be previouſly authorized by 
the Council, and atteſted, when laid out, 
by two of the Council, or more, who 
are 
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are hereby ordained to write, or caufe 
to be written on the bills, the date and 
occaſion of the expence, and the per- 
ſon's name to whom the ſame was paid, 
or is due, aud to ſign the ſaid bills and 
report, and produce them in Council 
within a month at fartheſt, after the 
faid expence is incurred. And further 
FINDS, DECERNS, and DECLARES, 
That the ſaid Extraordinary Deacons 
of Crafts have right to give their ſpecial 
vote and conſultation, annually in elect- 
ingandchuſingthe members of the Dean 
of Guild Court of Edinburgh; but that 
they have no vote in the election of the 
officers of the Train-bands, the Conſta- 
bles, and Bailies of the public markets 
of the City, and their Aſſiſtants, Kirk 
and College Treaſurers, Stent-maſters, 
and Auditors of the 'Town's accompts ; 
nor in electing and chuſing the Baron 
Bailies of the Suburbs, namely, the 

a Baltes 
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Bailies of Leith, Canongate, Portſ⸗ 
burgh, and Caltoun, the Magiſtrates and 
Ordinary Council having the only right 
of chuſing the ſaid officers. But FINDS, 
DECERNS, and DECLARES, That 
the faid Extraordinary. Deacons have 
a right, and ought to be adjoined with 
the Ordinary Council, at leaſt ought to 
be legally called for that end, when 
they are to proceed to the election of 
Provoſt, Bailies, Dean of Guild, or 
Treaſurer, or to ſet feus or any manner 
of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on 
Martinmas Even; or to give benefices, 
and other offices within the Burgh ; or 
to grant extents, contributions, empri- 
mets, and eee public build- 
ings, or to diſpoſe of the common good, 
above the ſum of twenty pounds Scots 
together. And further, FINDS the ſaid 
Extraordinary Deacons have right to 
vote in cavling Committees for delibe- 
rating 
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rating upon, and preparing all or any 
of the ſaid matters, and are alſo capa- 
ble of being members of the ſaid Com- 
mittees. And as to the article of Com- 
miſſioners for and from the Burgh, 
which includes a caſe relating to the 
privilege of Parliament, the ſame is 
hereby to receive no determination, of 
conſent and at the deſire of both par- 
ties. And alſo, DECERNS and OR- 
DAINS the minutes of Council to be 
read and ſigned in open Council, the 
next Council-day immediately after 
they ſhall have received a ſecond read- 
ing. And touching the office of Con- 
vener, and the meetings of Deacons 
and Craftſmen among themſelves, 
FINDS the office of Convener has the 
authority of too long uſage, and has 
been too much admitted by the Ma- 
giſtrates and Council, to be at this time 
called in queſtion, and that the meet= | 
| 8 
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ing of the Deacons has been alſo long 


practiſed; but that, by the Sett of the 
Town, neither the Merchants among 


themſelves, nor the Crafts and their 
Deacons or viſitors, can have, or make 
any particular or general conventions, 
as Deacons with Deacons, Deacons with | 
their Crafts, or Crafts among themſelves, 
without the advice and conſent of the 
Provoit and Council, excepting the 
caſes in the ſaid Sett particularly ex- 
cepted; and that the meeting ſaid to be 
frequently held the firſt Tueſday after 
Michaelmas, in the manner, and with 
the circumſtances the ſame is particu- 
larly ſet forth in the Declarator of the 
Merchants, can in noways be contained 
in the ſaid exceptions. And FINDS, 
DECERNS, and DECLARES, That 
by-laws, made by the Incorporations for 
themſelves, are of no force, unleſs they 
_ are ratified by the Magiſtrates and 
G Council. 
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Council. But FIN DS, That the ſaid 
Magiſtrates and Council have no power 
to make by-laws, whereby the ſaid In- 


corporations and their ſucceſſors can be 
bound to admit all ſuch perſons as ſhall 
requeſt the ſame, and ſhall appear to 
the Magiſtrates and Council to be well 
{killed and qualified to occupy and 
practiſe in their Crafts, upon payment 
of ſuch valuable conſideration as ſhould 
be rated and determined by the ſaid 
Magiſtrates and Council. And likewiſe 
FINDS, That they have no power to | 
controul the management of the ſeve-. | 
ral ſtocks belonging to the ſaid Incor- 
porations, or to make by-laws concern- 


ing the ſame. And this I give forth as 


my final ſentence and Decrect-arbitral | 
betwixt the ſaid parties; and DE- 
CERNS and ORDAINS them to abide 


by, and fulfil the ſame, each to other, | 


in all time coming. In witneſs where- 
| of, 
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of, I have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, 


written on this and the preceding page, 


by Henry Pujolas my ſervant, at Lon- 


don, the twelfth day of March 1729-30, 
before theſe witneſſes, Richard Lanca- 


{hire, and the above ſaid Henry Pujo- 
las, my ſervants. 


ILAT. 


RicyarD LANCASHIRE, Witneſs, 
HEN. PujoLas, witneſs. 
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E DIN BURG H. 


LE 


ACT determining the time how 
long the Lord Provoſt, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer of 
the ſaid Burgh, ought to con- 

tinue at one time in their re- 
ſpective offices. N 


A. Edinburgh, the firſt day of October, 
One thouſand fix hundred and JO | 
eight years. | 


ME which day the Lord Provoſt, 
Baillies, Council, and Deacons 

of Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, 
being conveened in Council, taking to 
their ſerious and impartial conſidera- 
tion, that the laws of this and all other 
well-governed nationes,doe oppoſe moſt 
vigorouſlie the perpetuating of Magi- 
ſtrates 
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rates within towns and burghs, as that 
which inhances the government (that 
ought to be alterable, according to the 
merits of the citizens) into the hands 
of on, or very few, who may eaſilie 
thereby exclude other well-deſerving 
neighbours from the government, and 


might appropriat or embazle the co- 
mon- good at their pleaſſour, and there- 


by wreathe an inſupportable yoke upon 
the neck of their fellow-citizens, and 
upon the place of their nativity and re- 
dence: And having, by experience, 
found many moe diſadvantages riſing 
by ſuch unwarrantable and affected e- 
lections, and that even amongſt the beſt 
perſones, whom tyme and opportunity 
did too frequently tempt and corrupt ; 
in ſo far as it was found neceflary, by 
our predeceſſors, to be preciſe and ſpe- 
cial as to the tyme of the continuatione 
of their Magiſtrates; which, according 
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to the nature of all lawes, they did e- 
nact in general terms, not having an eye 
to any particular perſones; well forſe- 
ing, that albeit ſome perſones in the 
government of the Burgh, might, for 
on or two yeares, behave themſelves 
to the ſatisfactione of the neighbours, 
Knowing their tyme to be determined 
and fixed by law; yet that the ſame 
perſones, continowing longer, being 
left to their own freedome and libertie 
to perpetuate themſelves in the govern- 
ment as long as they could by faction 
and intereſt, might, in proces of tyme, 
degenerate and prove corrupt; and that 
the inconveniencies in removing ſuch 
deſerving perſones from the govern- 
ment of the Burgh, cannot by many de- 
grees ballance the innumerable and vaſt 
ill conſequences which naturally and in- 
evitably attends the indefineteneſs and 
unterminateneſs of the tyme, in rela- 
H tion 


1 
tion to the continowance of the Magi- 
ſtrates within this Burgh; eſpecially 
ſeeing the affairs of the city can ſuſtain 
little or no prejudice by the Councils 
deing neceſſitate to remove from the 
government perſones who have given 
proof of their integrity during their 
adminiſtration; in regaird the reme- 
dy is in their own hands, and they 
may, out of a dew reſentment of for- 
mer good ſervices, elect of ne the ſaids 
perſones within few years efter they are 
removed from the Magiſtracy. Upon 
all which conſiderationes (and in re- 
ſpect that in this Metrapolitant city of 
the kingdom, there is alwayes a ſufli- 
cient number of able and well- qualified 
citizens fit for the Magiſtracy thereof) 
the Council, upon the fifth day of Oc- 
tober 1658 yeares, lying aſide their own 
Intereſt, and the conſideration of the 
power they then Poſſeſt, did paſs an act, 
—— 
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declaring, That the Lord Provoſt, Dean 
of Gild, and Theſaurer of this Burgh, 
ſhould not continowe longer in their 
reſpective offices, then on, or, at the 
moſt, two yeares together at on tyme ; 
and that the Baillięs of this Burgh ſhould 
be but on year Baillie, on year Old Bail- 
lie, and on year free of office; and ſhould 
not be put upon the leits to be Baillies 
till theſe yeares expired. Under which 
act the neighbours lived happily, until 
Michaelmas 1664 yeares, at which 
tyme the ſaid act was reſcinded. And 
thereafter, the Good Town having 
found too much the inconveniencies 
that followed that reſciſſion, the fame 
did neceſſitate ſome of the citizens to 
raiſe a declarator of the Town's privi- 
ledges before the Lords of Seſſion; the 
reſult of which proceſs was, that the 
ſaids Lords, by their juſt and wiſe ſen- 
| tence in February 1673 years, decern- 

H 2. ed, 
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ed, for preventing all future incroach- 
ments upon the Town's priviledges in 
that poynt, that the ſaid act ſhould be 


revived and further ſecured, by adject- 
ing a conſiderable penalty, and an oath, 


which eveirie Magiſtrate and member 


of the Council is to take the day of the 
election of the Magiſtrates, for the more 
inviolable keeping and obſerving of the 
ſaid act: And in the ſame ſentence and 
decreet of the Lords of Seſſion, the ſaid 
act is at lenth and verbatim inſert as 
their decerniture, and made a part of 
the fundamental government of the 
Good Town: And accordingly, ever 


ſince, upon the election day, the ſaid 


oath is adminiſtrat and taken by the 
whole Council. And the preſent Coun- 
cil being highly ſenſible of the many 
good effects which have followed the 
obſervance of the ſaids acts for ſeveral 
years paſt; and being deſyrous to ſhew 
Th © 2 how 
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how willing they are that well-deſer- 
ving citizens ſhould have a ſhare in the 
government of the. City by turns, in 
which they hope that every on of them 
will, by a generous emulation, exceed 
one another in their care of, and kind- 
neſs to, the Good Town ; and to extin- 
cuiſhall hopes of perpetuating the pow- 
er in their own hands, or in the hands 
of ſuch as ſhall be advanced thereto in 
ty me coming; and to prevent all ſyd- 
ings and factions amongſt the inhabi- 
tants upon ſuch deſigns, whereof the 
Council are very confident (ſeeing now 
perſons are removed from the Magiſtra- 
cy, not out of humour and pique, as 
was formerly ſuppoſed, but by the ap- 
pointment and determination of the 
law:) They have therefore ordained 
the ſaids acts to be printed, that none 
of the neighbours may pretend igno- 
TANCE but may regulate themſelves ac- 
cordingly: 
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cordingly : Of which acts the tenor fal- 
lows : 


At Edinburgh, the Fifth day of Oftober, 
One thouſand fix hundred fifty eight 


years. 


HE which day the Lord Proveſt, 
Baillies, and Council new and 

old, and whole. Deacons of Craftes, 
Ordinari and Extraordinari, being con- 
vened in Counſell, and (having called 
upon the Lox for a bleſſing upon their 
affairis and indeavours) taking it to 
their ſerious conſideration, the great 
prejudice which this City, and good go- 
vernment theireof, hes ſuſteined by the 
long continwance of Proveſts, Dean of 
Gild, and Theſaurers, in their places, 
and the too great precipitancy which 


hes been practiſed in bringing in of 
| Baäaʒillies 


WW: 
Baillies to place and office, befoir their 
ordinarie courſe and ſeaſone: For re- 
meid whereof, and to the effect that 
love, concord, and unity may be kept, 
not only amongſt the wholl Counſel, 
but alſo amongſt the neighbors and in- 


habitantis of this City: It is unanimouſ- : 
ly agriet upoun, ſtatute and ordained, 


chat, in all tyme coming, the Proveſt, 


Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer of this . 
Brugh, fall not be elected or continow- _ 


ed in their reſpective. offices, longer 
then one, or at moſt twa yeires togid- 
der at one time; and that the Baillies 
of this Brugh, in all tyme heirefter, ſall 
only be one yeir Baillie, one yeir Old 


Baillie, and one yeir free of office; and 


fall not be put in the lyttis to be Bail- 


lie, untill thoſe yeirs be paſt. And fur- 


ther, it is ſtatute and ordained, That 
whoever hes bein, or fall be Dean of 


Gild, is, and ſall be alwayis heirefter 


capable 
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capable to be lyttit and choſen Baillie, 


as the Counſell ſall think fit: And that 


no Theſaurer ſall be capable to be lytted 
for, or elected a Baillie, till ſuch tyme 
as the accomptis of his intromiſſioun, 
the tyme of his being Theſaurer, be ſit- 
ted and approvin be the Counſel. And 
for the better obſervance of the premiſ- 

ſes, ordaines this preſent act ilk yeir to 


be ſolemnly read in preſence of the 


Counſel, the day of making the lytts of 
the Magiſtratis, befoir the Counſell 
proceid to the making of the lytts. As 
alſo, upon the day of electioun of the 


Magiſtratis, befoir the Counſel doe anie 
thing in relatioun to the ſaid election, 
chat none may pretend ignorance. 


WH 


At Edinburgh, the fourth day of March, 
One thouſand fix hundred ſeventy-three 
_ years. | 


HE which day, the Proveſt, Bail- 

lies, Council, and Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, be- 
ing conveenedin Council, taking to their 
ſerious conſideration ane act made by 
the Proveſt, Baillies, and Council for 
the tyme, bearing date the fyfth day of 
October, One thouſand ſix hundred fif- 
ty-eight years, whereby, upon the great 
and weighty conſiderations therein 
mentioned, it was ſtatute and ordained, 
that in all tyme coming, the Proveſt, 
Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer of this 
Burgh, ſhould not be elected nor con- 
tinewed in their reſpective offices, long. 
er then one, or at meſt tuo years togi- 
ther at one time; and that the Baillies 
of this Burgh in all time thereaftir, 
I ſhould _ 
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ſhould only be one yeare Baillie, one 
yeare Old Baillie, and one yeare free of 
office; and ſhould not be putt in the 
Leitts to be Baillies, until theſe years 
be paſt, as at more lenth is conteined 
in the ſaid act: And finding, that the 
ſaid act is in itſelf moſt juſt and neceſ- 


ſar for the good of this Burgh, and 


conform to the laues and acts of Parlia- 
ment, made anent the election of ofhi- 
cers as Magiſtratts within this Burgh : 
Therefore the Councill does RATIFIE, 
APPROVE, and REVIVE the faid Act, 
in the whole heads, articles, and clauſſes 
of the ſamen ; and ordaines the ſamen 


to have full effect, and to be putt to ex- 


ecution in all tyme coming; and de- 
clairs this preſent general ratification to 
be as valide and effectuall, as if the ſaid 
act were herein particularly inſert : 
Whereanent the Council have diſpenſed, 
and hereby diſpenſes for ever. Likeas, 

„„ | the 
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ce Council does reſcind and annul all 
former acts which are any wayes preju- 
diciall to, or inconſiſtant with the faid 
act: And particularlie, doe reſcind and 
annul an act bearing date the fourth 
day of October, One thouſand fix hun- 
dred ſixty- four years, reſcinding the 
foreſaid act, bearing date the fyft day of 
October, One thouſand ſix hundred fyf. 
ty-cight years; and declairs the ſaid 
laſt act to be void and null, and to be 
prejudicial and derogatorie to the lawes 
and acts of Parliament, and to the Sett 
and Decreet-arbitrall, and the funda- 
mental liberties and privileges of this 
Burgh. Likeas, the Council being de- 
ſireous that the forſaid act, of the date 
the fyft day of October, One thouſand. 
ſix hundred fyfty-eight years, ſhould 
be inviolablie obſerved in all tyme co- 
ming; and that all practices, invaſions, 
and violations thereof, may be the bet- 
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ter prevented, the Council doe STA. 

TUTE and ORDAINE, That the Pro- 
veſt, Baillies, Councill, and Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, for 
the tyme, ſhall take an oath for the in- 
violably obſerving of the ſaid act in all 
tyme coming, and that, directly nor in- 
directly, they ſhall doe nothing prejudi- 


ciall thereto ; and which oath is to be 


yeirlie adminiſtrated, and taken by the 
Proveſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Theſau- 
rer, and whole Council, having vote in 


the election of the Magiſtratts: And 


that immediately before their going a- 
bout the ſaid election, the faid act is to 


be publicly red in Councill, and the 


oath adminiſtrated. And farther, the 
Council doe ſtatute and ordaine, That all 
elections hereaftir to be made, that are 
uot conforme to the ſaid act, ſhall be, 
ipſo facto, void and null; and the per- 


ſons ſwa to be elected, declaired to be 


uncapable 
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uncapable of bearing any office of Magi- 
ſtracie within the ſaid Burgh, longer 
then is preſcrived by the ſaid act; and 
the electorsof anyperſonsas Magiſtratts, 
contrair to the ſaid act, to be holden and 
repute as unfamous perſones, and inva- 
ders of the juſt liberties and privileges 
of the ſaid Burgh, and lyable in the 
ſoume of ane thouſand merks Scotts 
money, eatch one of them to be applyed 
be the fight and advice of the Lords of 
Privie Councill, and Lords of Seſſion, 
for the common good of this Brugh ; 
and the penalty of five thouſand merks, 
money foreſaid, to be inflicted upon 
ſuch perſones as ſhall happen to be e- 
leted contrare to the ſaid act, in caſe 
they doe attempt to exerce any office 
within the ſaid Burgh, otherwayes then 
is preſcryved be the ſaid act, and are 
declaired by thir preſents, and that with 

all rigour. And it is hereby expreſlie 
provided 
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provided and declaired by thir preſents, 
that execution ſhall paſs hereupon for 
the implement and fulfilling of every 
poynt, clauſs, and penaltie of this act, 
at the inſtance ef any merchand, that 


Hes been, or hereaftir ſhall be members 


of the Council of this Burgh ; or at the 
inſtance of any tradſman that hes been, 
or ſhall hereaftir be members of the 
Council of this Burgh ; or ſhall here- 
aftir be Deacons of Crafts, or Crafts- 
counſellers in any tyme coming, and 
that againſt the contraveeners and 


| breakers of this preſent act. Likeas 
it is hereby declared, That it fall be 
lawfull and compitent to any perſone to 


proteſt againſt any ſuch illegal elections, 
and which proteſtations the clerk is 
to inſert in record, and that the ſame 
{all be repute to be true and faithful 
ſervice for the good and intereſt of this 
Burgh. And laſtly, The ſaid Lord Pro- 

veſt, 


( 

veſt, Baillies, and Council, for the bet- 
ter ſecurity of this preſent act, in all 
poynts, does, by their ſolemn oath, in 
verbis de praſenti, proteſt before God Al- 
mighty, that they fall obſerve this pre- 
ſent act, in all the heads, clauſſes and 
articles thereof, inviolably in all tyme 
coming. And, for the more ſecurity, 
the ſaids Lord Proveſt, Baillies. and 
Council, conſents to the regiſtration 
hereof in the Books of Sederunt of the 
Lords of Seſſion, or the ordinar Books 
of the ſaids Lords of Council and Seſ- 
fion, to have the ſtrenth of ane decreet 
of their Lordſhips interponed thereta, 
that letters and executorials neceſſar 
may pas hereon, and the horning on a 
ſimple charge of ſex dayes allenarly : 
And, for that effect, conſtituts Mr John 
Lawder advocate, their procurator. In 
witneſs whereof (written be William 
Mackie writer in Edinburgh) they have 

ſubſcrived 


SO 
ſubſcrived thir preſents with their 


hands, day, place, and yeare of God 
foreſaid, beffoir thir witneſſes, 


Mr Robert Lawder, portioner of 
Belhaven, writer in Edinburgh. 
And Alexander Gay writer there, 
inſerter of the date and witneſſes. 
Sic ſubſcribitur, 
A. Ramſay, Provoſt. 
Thomas Calderwood, Baillie. 
John Hall, Baillie. 
Alexander Pitcairn, Baillie. 
Robert Learmond, Baillie. 
Walter Borthwick, Dean of Gild. 
Thomas Robertſon, Thefaurer. 
James Curne. 
John Johnſton, 
Andrew Cheyn. 
William Binning. 
David Boyd. 
Francis Kinloch. 
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Mungo Wood. 
William Carmichael. 

James Riddel. 

David Swintoun. 
John Joſſie. 
Lawrence Adinſtoun.. 
Alexander Bullerwall. 

Robert Elliot. 
George Gardner. 
Hary Barclay. 
Thomas Camble. 
Edward Cleghorn.. 
James Paterſon. 
Robert Newlands. 
David Muir. 
John Carſs. 
George Johnſtoun. 
William Stevenſon. 
WH. William Hopldis, his 

mark. 
Ro. Lawder. 
Alex. Gay, witneſs, 
K The 
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The principal act, ſubſcribed upon 
the back by the Lord Preſident of the 
Seſſion, is regiſtrate in the Books of 
Council and Seſſion, and kept amongſt 
the Warrants of the ſaid Decreet. 


The Council of Edinburgh has, at all 
their reſpective Elections, ever ſince the 
{z1d Decreet of the Lords of Seſſion, 
fworn to the inviolable obſervation of 
the ſaid AR, and their names are re— 
corded in the Council Books of the 
{aid Burgh. 
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At Edinburgh, the Twelfth Day of Auguf, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred end twenty- 
fix years. | 


FUE which day, the Lord Provoſt, 
Magiſtrates, and Council, with 

the Deacons of Craft, Ordinary and Ex- 
traordinary, conſidering, That for the 
ornament and improvement of this Ci- 
ty,and for increaſing of the annual reve- 
nue thereto belonging, tacks of ſeveral 
parts of its property have been granted, 
namely, of the waſte ground lying within 
the ſame and its liberties, and that for 
long terms of years, and at ſmall and 
inconſiderable tack- duties, for enabling 
tackſmen to have made ſuch ornament, 
and to have carried on ſuch improve- 
ments, by building of tenements, houſes, 
ſhops, and cellars, thereon. Conſider- 
ing likewiſe, That ſuch tackſmen and 
AS their 
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hops, and cellars, belonging in proper- - 
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their aſſignies have not only been re- 
imburſed of the whole expence by them 
beſtowed on building of ſuch tene 
ments, houſes, ſhops, and cellars, by the 


profits that have thence to them ariſen; 
but alſo, that they have thereby profited 
conſiderably; yet, that thro? inadver- 


tency, prolongations of ſuch tacks have 
been granted from time to time, at the 
foreſaid low tack-duties, contrary to 


the intention for which ſuch tacks were 
originally granted; and whereby the 
Good Town has been extremely pre- 
Judged. Conſidering alſo, That the 


ſtate of the revenues belonging to this 


City, and of the regular expence there- 
on chargeable, is ſuch, as not only doth 


neceſſarily require the foreſaid tene- 


ments, houſes, ſhops, and cellars, on the 
.expiration of the ſaid tacks and prolon- 


* 


gations, and all other tenements, houſes, 


ty 


* 
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ty to this City, ſhould not be leaſed out, 
or tacks or feu - rights thereof granted, 
for any rent or duty below two third 
parts of the real rent thereof, free of 
all demands, on account of reparation 
thereto neceſfary, and of public bur- 
dens thereon chargeable; but alſo, that 
No part of the other property belonging 
to this City ſhould be ſer in tack, or 
feued out, for any rent-or duty below 
the real rent thereof. Conſidering fur- 
ther, That this City 1s reſtrained by law 
from contracting .any debt, whereby, 
unleſs its annual revenue be ſufficient 
to defray its annual regular expence, 
and be even ſufficient to defray what 
expence may be occaſioned by a cala- 
mity or accident, it will be a difcou- 
ragement to any to ſucceed to the ad- 
miniſtration; and that the revenue can- 
not be made ſufficient to theſe purpo- 
ſes, otherwiſe than by a ſtrict adherence 

to 
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to the rules hereby laid down: There- 
fore, the ſaid Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, 
and Council, with the Deacons of Craft, 
Ordinary and Extraordinary, do hereby 
ſtatute and ordain, That neither they, 
nor their ſucceſſors in office, ſhall here- 
after, on any pretext whatever, during 
the currency of any tack or tacks, of 
all or any of the aforeſaid houſes, tene- 
ments, ſhops, or cellars, grant any pro- 
longations thereof, till within twelve 
months of their expiration; and that 
they ſhall not grant any new tacks or 
feu- rights thereof, or of any other hou- 
ſes, tenements, ſhops, and cellars, be- 
longing in property to this City, for 
any rent which ſhall be below two 
third parts of the real rent thereof, nett 
and free from any demand or deduc- 
tion, on account of reparations thereto 
neceſlary, or of public burdens there- 
on chargeable; and that neither they, 
nor 


Ll BY 
nor their ſaid ſucceſſors in office, ſhall ' 
| hereafter, on any pretext whatever, feu 
out, or ſet in tack, any part of the pro- 
perty belonging to this City, other than 
that of the houſes, tenements, ſhops, 
and cellars, before mentioned, for a feu- 
duty or rent which ſhall be below the 
full real rent thereof. And for avoid- 
ing any doubt or diſpute that may ariſe 
touching the amount of the aforeſaid 
real rent, either with regard to a tack 
or feu- right; It is hereby ſtatuted and 
ordained, That for hereafter no tack or 
feu-· right of any part of the premiſſes 
ſhall be made or granted, till the amount 
of the real rent thereof be inſtructed 
E ſcripiò, or by the oaths of unexception- 
able witneſſes ; otherwiſe that the ſame 
be ſet or feued to the higheſt bidder, at 
a public roup, duly advertiſed for at 
leaſt the ſpace of twenty days previous 
thereto: Provided nevertheleſs, That it 
1 7 hall. 
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mall be till leiſome and lawful to the 


ſaid Lord Prevoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, and their ſucceſſors, to grant 
tacks or feu- rights of all or of any of the 


Mills belonging to this City, on ſuch 


terms and conditions as ſhall to them 
appear to tend moſt to the advantage 
and benefit of this City, any thing here- 
in contained to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. And to the effect that thir 
preſents may be inviolably obſerved, the 
ſaid Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, with the ſaid Deacons of Craft, 
Ordinary and Extraordinary, do hereby 
ſtatute and ordain, That an oath, accor- 


ding to the formula heretoſubjoined, ſhall. 


be taken and ſwore to by them and their 
ſaid ſucceſſors, in manner after-menti-- 
oned, viz. by themſelves on the Coun- 
cil-day next hereafter, and by their ſuc- 
eeſſors annually, on the Council-day- 


when the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates | 


arc 
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are elected, immediately after their e- 
lection. Further ſtatutes and ordains, 
That if the Lord Provoſt, or any of the 
Magiſtrates and Council, or if any of the 
ſaid Deacons of Craft, Ordinary and 
Extraordinary,and their ſaid ſucceſſors, 
ſhall, after the ſaids times appointed for 
taking of the ſaid oath, and the fame 
being tendered to them, preſume to 
proceed and act by virtue of their offi- 
ces, until they take and ſwear the oath 
as before-mentioned, ſhall thereby,with- 
out any declarator to that purpoſe, not 
only forfeit their ſaid offices, but ſhall 
alſo forfeit their titles to the freedom of 
this City. Likewiſe ſtatutes and ordains, 
That all feu-rights and leaſes of any 
part of the aforeſaid property, which 
ſhall be made and granted contrary to 
the tenor and intent hereof, ſhall be 
| deemed to be void and null; and the 
clerks, and their ſucceſſors in office, are 

L not 
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not only hereby diſcharged from extend- 
ing any feu- right or leaſe contrary to 
the tenor and intent hereof; but alſo 
they are hereby ordained, to read thir 
preſents in Council, and to tender the 
aforeſaid oath to the whole members, as 
before- directed, and to mark the names 
of ſuch members as ſhall refuſe to take 
and ſwear the ſame, on pain of forfeit- 
ing their offices. Alſo ſtatutes and or- 
dains, That henceforth, in the month 
of October annually, a liſt ſhall be made 
cout by the Good Town's accomptant, 
of all ſhops, houſes, cellars, and others 
aforeſaid, belonging to this City, the 
tacks whereof are to expire within the 


term of one year next thereafter; and 


that for the peruſal of all concerned, 
the aforeſaid liſt, ſo ſoon as made an- 
nually, ſhall be affixed to paſteboard, 
and hung up in the Council Chamber; 
and that the Commiſſioners from this 


City 


= 

City to the Convention of the Royal. 
Burrows lay thir preſents before the 
{11d Convention, and defire that the 
{ame may be by them approven, and 
that their authority may be thereto in- 
terponed. Extracted by | 

Apam WATT. 


FORMULA OF THE FORESAID OATH. 


. A. B. in the preſence the Almigbity God, 
do ſincerely promiſe and fear, That 
directly or indirectly, I ſhall not conſent to. 
the granting of any feu-right, or to the 
granting or prolonging of any leaſe of any 
part of the property belonging to this City, 
> contrary to the tenor and intent of this Act: 
but that 1 ſhall oppoſe the ſame to the ut- 

moſt of my power. So help me God. 
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ACT ſetthng and determining the 
Place at which the Merchants and 
Craftſmen are to aſſemble them- 
ſelves, on the appearance of any 


Mob or Diſorder. 
At Edinburgh, 3d Auguſt, 1737. 
HE Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinary and Extraordinary, in 
Council aſſembled, having taken under 
their ſerious conſideration, That upon 


the 7th of September laſt, a number of 


unknown, diſſolute, wicked, and difor- 
derly perſons got into this City, and did 
ſurpriſe the City-Guard, and broke o- 
pen the doors of the priſon, and did 


commit a moſt barbarous and inhuman 


murder, which has been attended with 
conſequences very pernicious to this 


community. Further, conſidering, That 


for the peace and preſervation of this 


* and its juſt rights and privileges, 
neceſſary 
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| neceſſary it is, That all poſſible pre- 


caution be ſpeedily taken to prevent 
the like for hereafter, wherein every ci- 
tizen and inhabitant are by many ties 
bound to aſſiſt; and that one uſeful pre- 
caution is, to fix and determine proper 
places, at which the Magiſtrates, with 
the Merchant-Council, the Maſter and 
Aſſiſtants of the Merchant-Company, 
the Deacon-Convener, with the whole 
Deacons of Crafts, and their reſpective 
Box-maſters and Quarter-maſters, with 
the Preſes of the Society of Barbers, and 
their Box-maſter and Quarter-maſter ; 
the Societies of Captains, Lieutenants, 
and Enſigns; the Society of Conſta- 
bles, and the Society of Fire-maſters, 
with their reſpective companies, may ſe- 
verally aſſemble themſelves upon the 
firſt appearance or notice of every up- 
roar, mob, or tumult, which ſhall hap- 
pen within this City, or within any of 
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3 
its privileges, without waiting for any 
warning or notice by beat of drum, or 
alarum-. bell, or any other manner of way; 
that thereupon means and endeavours 
may be concerted and directed by the 
Magiſtrates themſelves, or by the Ma- 
giſtrates with the Council, neceſſary to 
prevent or ſuppreſs ſuch uproars, mobs, 
or tumults, whereby this City may be 
effectually ſecured againſt ſuch ſurpriſes 
as happened during the time of the a- 
foreſaid mob: Therefore, the Lord Pro- 
voſt, Magiſtrates, and Council, with the 
Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary, did, and hereby do unanimouſ- 
ly ENACT and ORDAIN, That hereaf- 
ter, the places at which the Magiſtrates 
and Council, and the ſeveral Societies 
herein before and after mentioned, ſhall 
aſlemble themſelves (upon the firſt ap- 
pearance or notice of every uproar, mob, 
or tumult, which hereafter may happen, 
without 
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without waiting any warning or fur- 
ther notice, as herein before mentioned) 
{hall be as follows, viz. The Magiſtrates - 
and whole Merchant-Council, with the 
Maſter of the Merchant-Company, and 
his Aſſiſtants, at the Council-Chamber ; 
the Deacon-Convener, and the other 
thirteen Deacons of Crafts, with their 
reſpective Box-maſters, and reſpective 
Quarter-maſters, together with the Pre- 
ſes of the Barbers, and their Quarter- 
maſters, at the Burrow-Room; the So- 
ciety of Captains, Lieutenants, and En- 
ſigns, at the Laigh Council-Houſe; 
the Society of the Conſtables, at the 
Lobby to the Inner Seſſion-Houſe; the 
Society of Fire-maſters, with their ſeve- 
ral companies, at that place in the 
Outer Parliament Houſe where the She- 
riff· Court ſits for the adminiſtration of 

Juſtice. Further, It is hereby ENACT- 
ED and ORDAINED, That the ſeveral 


members 
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members of the ſaid Merchant-Compa- 
ny, and aforeſaid Societies of Deacons, 
Preſes, Box-maſters, with their ſaid 
Quarter-maſters, Captains, Lieutenants, 
Enſigns, Conſtables, and Fire-maſters, 
with their companies, do accordingly 
aſſemble themſelves at the foreſaid re- 
ſpective places, to be ready to receive 
and execute what orders and directions 
ſhall be given, either by the Magiſtrates 
themſelves, or by any of them, or by 
the Magiſtrates and Council, touching 


the emergent upon which they are 


aſſembled, and that under the pain and 
penalty of one hundred pounds Scots 
money, to be paid by every offender to 
to the Kirk-Treaſurer, and his ſucceſſors 
in office, for the uſeof the common poor, 
for every offence which ſhall be com- 
matted knowingly and willingly againſt 
this ordinance. Alſo, it is hereby EN- 


ACTED and ORDAINED, That the 


Store-keeper, 
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Store-keeper, the Mace-bearer, the Dean 
of Guild Officers, and the ſixteen Town 
Officers in their livery coats, with their 
halberts, and their reſpective ſucceſſors in 
office, do ſeverally attend the Magiſtrates. 
at the Council- Chamber, when and ſo of- 
ten as they ſhall be aſſembled there, upon 
any apprehenſion of diſturbance or diſ- 
order from mobs or riots, on pain of 
deprivation from their reſpective emloy- 
ments. Likewiſe itis hereby ENACTED- 
and ORDAINED, That copies of the act 
of Parliament made againſt mobs and. 
riots, be delivered to the members of 
the ſaid ſeveral Societies, that they may 
attend thereunto. Further, it is here- 
by ORDERED, That thir preſents be 
printed and proclaimed, and that copies 
hereof be affixed on all the public pla- 
ces, as uſual: Alſo, that copies hereof. 
be delivered by the Magiſtrates, or by 
any of them, to the aforeſaid ſeveral! 
= Societies, 
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Societies, that they may give attention 


thereto, at ſuch times and places as 
ſhall be directed by the Magiſtrates, or 


by any of them. Alſo, it is hereby fur. 
ther ORDERED, That thir preſents ſhall 
be annually read in the common Coun- 
cil by the common clerks, immediately 
after the election of the Magiſtrates 
and that the ſame ſhall be annually read 
in the ſeveral meetings of the fourteen 
Corporations of Craftſmen, by their re- 
ſpective clerks, immediately after the e- 
lection of their Deacons, Box-maſters,. 
and Quarter-maſters ; and that the ſame 


{hall be read annually by the clerk to the 
Merchant-Company, immediately after 


the election of the Maſter and Aſſiſtants 


and that the fame ſhall be read annual- 
ly by the clerk to the Barbers, immedi- 


ately after the election of the Preſes and 
Quarter-maſters, under the pain and pe- 


nalty of fifty pound Scots money fore- 
„ 
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ſaid, to be paid ſeverally by the com- 
mon clerks of the City, by the clerks 
of the fourteen Corporations, by the 
clerk to the Merchant-Company, and 
clerk to the Barbers, to the Kirk-Trea- 
ſurer, and his foreſaids, for the uſe of 
the common poor, for every neglect, or 
refuſal, in uot reading thir preſents, as 
herein before directed. Like wiſe it is alſo 
hereby ORDERED, That thir preſents 
be annually read among the ſaid Socie- 
ties of Captains, Lieutenants, and En- 
ſigns, by the Captain- Commandant and 
his ſucceſſors, and among the Fire- ma- 
ſters, and their reſpective companies, 
by their Preſes, and his ſucceſſors, upon 
the ſecond Wedneſday of October an- 
nually; and that the ſame be alſo read 
annually among the Society of Conſta- 
bles, by their Moderator, immediately 
after his election, under the like pain 
and penalty of fifty pound money fore- 
_— ſaid, 
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ſaid, to be paid ſeverally by the ſaid 
Commandant, Preſes, and Moderator, 
to the Kirk-Treaſurer, and his fore- 
ſaids, for the uſe before mentioned, for 
every neglect or refuſal, in not reading 
thir preſents, according to the afore- 
ſaid direction. And, under the like pe- 
nalty of fifty pound money foreſaid, 
the reſpective clerks to the faid four- 
teen Corporations of Craftſmen, are 
hereby ordered to make out a liſt of the 
names of their Box- maſters and Quar- 
ter- maſters annually, containing the 
places of their ſeveral abodes, and to 
deliver the ſame to the common clerks 
of this City, within the ſpace of ten 
days next after every election. Alſo 
under the Hke penalty, and within the 
like ſpace of time, the clerk to the ſaid 
NMerchant- Company is hereby ordered 
to make a liſt of the names of the Ma- 
er and Aﬀiſtants, — ten days of 
their 
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their election annually, containing the 
ſeveral places of their abode, and to de- 
liver the ſame into the common clerks 
of this city. And the clerk to the Bar- 
bers, under the like penalty, and with- 
in the like ſpace of time, is hereby or- 
dered to make out a liſt of the names 
of their Preſes, Box- maſter, and Quar- 
ter-maſters, immediately after their e- 
jection annually, containing:the ſeveral 
places of their abode, and to deliver in 
the ſame to the common clerks, who are 
hereby ordered, from the above liſts, to 
be made out and delivered in, as here- 
in before mentioned, and from the re- 
, cords of Council, to make out a lift of 
the ſaid Maſters and Aſſiſtants of the 
Merchant-Company, of the ſaid whole 
Box-maſters and Quarter-maſters of the 
ſaid fourteen Corporations, of the ſaid 
Preſes, Box-maſters, and Quarter-ma- 


gers! of the Captains, Lieutenants, and 
k 
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Enſigns, of the Conſtables, and of the 
Fire-maſters, and their ſeveral compa- 
nies, containing the ſeveral places of 
their abode; and to aftix one copy 
thereof on the inner-wall of the Coun- 
cil- Chamber, and another copy thereof 
on the inner-wall of the Laigh Council- 
Houſe, and a third copy thereof-on the 
inner-wall of the Guard-room, and that 
annually, within the like ſpace of ten 
days, after the receipt of the foreſaid 
liſts from the other clerks before named, 
under the like penalty of fifty pound 
money foreſaid, for every neglect or 
refuſal. 


Extracted, 


GEO. IRVING. 


ACT 
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ACT for preventing Mobs and Tu- 
mults, and altering the Places 
where the Merchants and Craftſ- 
men are to meet, upon the ap- 
pearance of any Inſurrection. 


At Edinburgh, 12th September, 1777. 


FHICH day the Right Honour. 
able the Lord Provoſt, the Ma- 
giſtrates, and Council, with. the Dea- 
consof Crafts, Ordinary.and Extraordi- 
nary, of the City of Edinburgh, being 
aſſembled, the Lord Provoſt repreſent- 
ed to the Council, That ſeveral late 
publications handed about in this City, 
have a ſtrong tendency to excite mobs 
and riots within the City and liberties, 
which he, as Chief Magiſtrate, thinks 

it his duty to take every method to 
„ ; 


mY 
© 
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prevent ; eſpecially as it is well remem.. 


bered, what tumult and diſorder arofe 


in this city at the laſt annual election, 
to the diſgrace of good government, 
the damage of individuals, and breach 


of his Majeſty's peace: That in the act 


of Council, dated 3d Auguſt 1737, en- 
titled, © Act ſettling and determining 
the places at which the Merchants 
and Craſtſmen are to aſſemble them- 
* ſelves on the appearance of any mob 
or diſorder,” [ See the preceding Act.] 


an alteration is neceflary, as to the places 
where the Magiſtrates and. Council, 
and other Societies, are to aſſemble, in- 
ſtead of the Council Chamber, Burrow- 
room, and Laigh Council houſe: and 
therefore moved, That other fit places 
be fixed upon for that purpoſe; and 
that the Society of Candlemakers be 
added to the other Societies, who are or- 


dered to attend by that act of Council: 
| That 
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That, for his own part, he was reſolved 
to act as his duty required, and, to the 
beſt of his judgment, for the preſerva- 
tion of the peace and good order of the 
community, where he had the honour 
to preſide; and doubted not his bre- 
thren in the Magiſtracy, and other 
members of the Council, would do the 
ſame: but as this opportunity offers, 
when every member of Council is pre- 
ſent, he thought it highly proper to 
have their #advice as to the moſt effec- 
tual means to prevent and ſuppreſs ſuch 
diſorders. Which being conſidered by 
the Magiſtrates and Council, they, with 
the Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and 
Extraordinary, do unanimouſly hereby 
ENACT and ORDAIN, that, in time 
coming, the places of aſſembling be al- 
tered ſo far, and be fixed as follows, 
viz. For the Magiſtrates and whole 
Merchant-Council, with the Maſter of 

N the 
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the Merchant-Company and his Aſſiſt- 
ants, at the preſent Council-Chamber, 
formerly called the Laigh Council. 
houſe ; for the Deacon Convener, and 
the other thirteen Deacons of Crafts, 
with their Box-maſters and Quarter- 
maſters, together with the Preſes of 
the Barbers, and Preſes of the Candle. 
makers, and their reſpective Quarter- 
maſters, at the High Juſticiary Court- 
houſe ; and for the Captains, Lieute- 
nants, and Enſigns of the Train Bands, 
at the Goldſmith's Hall; and that the 
Preſes and Quarter. maſter of the Can- 


dlemakers do aflemble themſelves ac- 


cordingly, to the effect, and under the 


penalty mentioned in the ſaid act. And, 


in general, the ſaid Society of Candle- 
makers, and their clerks and other offi- 
cers, are hereby added to, and includ- 
ed in the foreſaid act of Council, in the 


ſame 
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fame way as the Society of Barbers are, 
or may be. And do RESOLVE and: 
AGREE, that the ſaid act of Council, 
with theſe alterations, as to the places 
of aſſembling, and the addition of the 

Society of Candlemakers, be punctual- 
ly obſerved in all time coming; and re- 
commended to the Lord Provoſt and 
Magiſtrates to enforce obedience there- 
to. And further require and enjoin 
the Deacon or Preſes of the reſpective 
Incorporations and Societies above na- 
med, at their meeting to-morrow, and 

at every annual election, ſtrictly to 
charge the ſeveral members to do their 

utmoſt to prevent their ſervants, ap- 

prentices, and others in their families, 

or under their authority, from being 
anyways acceſſary to, or concerned in 

mobs, tumults, or uproars, and to warn 

n of their danger; and appoint ex- 

N 2 tracts. 
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tracts hereof to be given out, without 
abiding a reading in Council, 
Extracted forth of the Council records 
of the City of Edinburgh, by 
JohN Dunpas.. 


ACT relating to the Treaſurers 
making Payments, and getting 
Charters ſigned. 


Edinburgh, 24th January, 1729. 
THE Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
x Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, be- 
ing in Council aflembled, and conſider- 
ing, That inconveniencies have and 
may ariſe by Treaſurers making partial 
payments, without expreſs warrants of 
Council; Therefore do hereby EN- 

ACT and ORDAIN, That no pay- 
| ment 
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ment. that ſhall hereafter be made by 
any Treaſurer in behalf of the Town, 
{hall be allowed, unleſs there be a war- 
rant extracted and ſigned by the clerk. 
And further, do STATUTE and OR- 
DAIN, That no Charter or Precept of 
Clare conſtat ſhall hereafter be preſented 
to be ſigned, till payment of the by- 
gone feu- duties, and compoſition be 
thereon marked and ſigned by the Trea- 
ſiurer for the time being, Extracted. | 


ACT of Council, anent the reviſing | 
of Writings granted to or by che : 
City of Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh, 10th Novenber, x I 7 3 38. 


E Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, be- 
ing in Council aſſembled, and conſider- 


ing. 
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ing, That from experience it does ap- 
pear, that errors and miſtakes have been 
made, both in Writings granted by and 
to the City-Treaſurer, in behalf of the 
City, detrimental to the Community, 
which could not be charged on any par- 
ticular perſon, by reaſon that hitherto 
there was no rule, whereby the reviſal 
of ſuch Writings was committed to any 
particular perſon : Therefore it is here - 
by ordered, That hereafter the City- 
Treaſurer, nor his ſucceſſors in office, 
ſhall neither receive any Writing or Se- 
curity to be granted to him for the uſe 
of this City, nor ſhall ſignanyWritingor 
Security to be granted by him in behalf 
of this City, till the ſame ſhall be revi- 
fed and examined by one of the clerks. 
to the City, and marked ſo by the ini- 
tial letters of the reviſor, and the revi- 
for to be anfwerable for any error or 
miſtake chat may be in the ſame. And 
ordered, 
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ordered, That thir preſents be read an- 
nually upon the Election-day immedi- 
ately after the Election of the Magi- 
ſtrates. 


» 


ACT of Council, ſettling an annual 
Salary of 3ool. Sterling on the 
Lord Provoſt and his Succeſſors, 


for maintaining the GA of the 
Chair. 


Edinburgh, roth Sept. 1718. 

HE Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, being 
in Council afſembled ; and taking into 
their conſideration the inconvenien- 
cies which have ariſen to the Good 
Town, and to the office of Lord Provoſt 
thereof, from the practice of giving ear- 
neſt· money at the roup of the Common 
Good ; 
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Good; from the ſecret acknowledg- 


ments made in money, or otherwiſe, by 


perſons who come into lucrative offi- 


ces; and from the gratuities of the ſame 
kind, given by thoſe who obtain feus, 


or tacks of houſes, lands, and other 
branches of the Town's revenue: Hav- 


ing found, That the money ordinarily | 


paid to the Lord Provoſt for wines, 


houſe-rent, burgeſs-tickets, &'c.* does 


exceed the ſum of two hundred pounds 
Sterling per annum, and, including ac- 


knowledgments and gratuities, may be 
reckoned to exceed the ſum of three 


hundred pounds Sterling, when taken 
at a medium of years: And conſider- 


ing how. reaſonable it is, the Lord Pro- 


voſt ſhould be enabled to ſupport the 


character, and defray the neceſſary ex- 
Pence of his office, and that ĩt is of uſe 
for eſtabliſhing regularity in the Good 


Town's affairs, honourable to the Com- 


munity 


(' 1 
munity, and particularly to the Office of 
Lord Provoſt, that a certain ſum be a- 
creed on, to be annually paid to the 
preſent Lord Provoſt, and his Succeſſors 
in Office, in lieu, place, and ſtead of all 
emoluments, ordinary and caſual, (the 
ordinary fee of twenty pounds Scots 
excepted) which have, or may pertain 
to the Office of Lord Provoſt; particu: 
larly, in lieu and place of the money 
uſually paid for wines, houſe- rent, bur- 
geſs. tickets, earneſt- money, &'c. Do 
therefore STATUTE and ORD AIN, 
That the ſum of Three hundred Pounds 
Sterling be paid to William Neilſon, 
Eſquire, preſent Lord Provoſt, in name 
of Salary for the year, commencing at 
Michaelmas 1717, and ending at Mi- 
chaelmas 1718, and annually thereafter, 
in the month of September, to him, 
and his Succeſſors in Oſſice, during the 
years thereof; and that Robert Wight- 

. man, 
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his warrant for paying the ſaid ſum 
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man, preſent City-Treaſurer, do pay 
the preſent Lord Provoſt the ſaid ſum 


of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, as 


the Salary of his Office for this preſent 
year. And, in order effectually to pre- 
vent the payment of any money, in 
time coming, to thoſe who bear the 
Office of Lord Provoſt, by the Dean of 
Guild, by the City-Treaſurer, by per- 
ſons who come into lucrative oflices, 
or by thoſe who get feus, or tacks of 


the Good Town's revenue, or on any 


account or pretext whatſomever, (the 


foreſaid fee excepted) be it ENACTED, 
likeas the Council, with the Extraordi- 


nary Deacons of Crafts herebyENACTS, 
STATUTES and ORDAINS, That an- 
nually, on the Council-day in which 
warrants are given for leeting the Dea- 


cons, the Town-Treaſurer ſhall move 


the Council for, and obtain an act, as 


of 


4 w 1 1 1 FLY 


[ 07 ] 


of 'Three hundred Pounds Sterling ; at 
which time, and before granting of the 
faid act, the following Oath ſhall be ad- 
miniſtered by the Town-Clerk, ſolemn- 
ly and openly in Council, to the then 
Lord Provoſt, and ſigned by him. 
I | do ſolemnly 
fewear and promiſe, That I have not, 
at any time fince my laſt election into the Of- 
fice of Lord Provoſt, received, directly or 
indirectly, any earneſt-money, acknowledg- 
ment, or gratuity whatſoever, from any per- 
ſon or perſons, in order to their election, or 
on account of their being elected into any 
lucrative office, or on account of tacks, or 
feus of houſes, lands, mills, or any other part 
ar branch of the Good Town's Common Good, 
granted, or to be granted them ; neither has 
any perſon received the ſame for my account 
and behogf, directly or indirectiy, to the beſt 
of my knowledge or belief. And 1 do ſin- 
cerely 
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cerely promiſe and ſwear, That I ſhall not, 
for the future, receive any money, or other 
gratuity, on the foreſaid account, directly 
er indirectly, ner allow any perſon to re- 
ceive it for my behoof : And do likewiſe 
promiſe, That, if at any time hereafter I 
ſhall come to the knowledg? of it, that any 
perſon er perſons have received money, or 
other gratuity, for my behoof, as ſaid is, 
that I ſhall immediately acquaint the Coun- 
cil therewith, and pay the moncy fo recei- 
ved tothe City-Treaſurcr then being. This 
I ſolemnly fwear, and promiſe by God, and 
as I. ſhall anfwer to him at the great day. 


Be it alſo ENACTED, likeas it is here- 
by ENACTED, STA'TUTED and OR. 
DAINED, That, in caſe at any time it 


ſhould appear, and be made evident, 
That any perſon, who ſhall bear the Of- 


fice of Lord Provoſt, has, contrary to 
the meaning of this Act, received mo- 
| ney, 
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ney, or other gratuity, by himſelf or 
others, on any of the foreſaid accounts, 
he ſhall, 1% facto, forfeit the ſaid ſum 
of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, 
which has been paid him by the City- 
Treaſurer, by and attour repayment of 
the money, or other gratuity ſo recei- 
ved, and be liable to be ſued therefor at 
law, at the inſtance of the Treaſurers to 
the Merchants and Trades Maiden-Ho- 

ſpitals, or either of them, or at the in- 
ſtance of any perſon or perſons Who 
has been a member or members of the 
Town- Council of this City, for the uſe 
and behoof of the faid Hoſpitals, in e- 
qual proportions: And for the more ſe- 
curity, it is hereby STATUTE and OR- 
DAINED, That every perſon who is ad- 
mitted into any lucrative office, or who 
obtains feus or tacks from the Town- 
Council, or perſons to whom tacks or 
zeus of houſes, lands, mills, or any o- 
| ther 
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ther part or branch of the Town's 
Common Good, or of the Hoſpitals 
Lands, under the Town's adminiſtra- 
tion, have been, or are to be ſet, or who 
are ſoliciting for offices, or elected into 


them by the Town- Council, ſhall, at his 


or their admiſſion into the ſaid office, 
or at the obtaining the ſaid feus or tacks 
from the Town-Council, make oath, 
That neither he or they, nor any per- 
ſon on his or their behalf, have given 
any good deed, or promiſe thereof, to 
the Lord Provoſt, or any member of 
the Council, or to any other perſon or 
perſons for their behoof, in order to ob- 
tain the ſame; neither ſhall give any 
gratuity, acknowledgment, or good 
deed, in order to obtain his or their of- 
tices, feus, or tacks, in time coming; and 
if he ſhall hereafter learn, that any other 
perſon has given any gratuity, acknow- 
ledgment, or good deed whatſoever, in 

his 
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his behalf, he ſhall faithfully and im- 
mediately reveal it to the Council. And, 
laſtly, It is STATUTE and ORDAIN- 
ED, That this Act ſhall be annually read 
in Council, after the Election, upon the 
ſame Council - day in which the Election 
is made; and that a copy of it ſhall be 
written with a fair hand, upon a large 
ſheet of parchment, to be ſigned by e- 
very Lord Provoſt at his admiſſion in- 
to his office. 


ACT 
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ACT of Council ſettling a Salary 


of 500/. Sterling per annum on 
the Right Honourable the Lord 


Provoſt of the City of Edin- 
burgh. 


At Edinburgh the ninth day of January, 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
ty-one years. 


HICH day the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Provoſt, the 


Magiſtrates and Council, with the Dea. 
cons of Crafts, Ordinary and Extraor- 
dinary, of the City of Edinburgh, being 


_ aflembled, the report of the Commit- 


tee, reſpecting the ſettling of Five hun- 
dred Pounds Sterling of Salary annual- 
ly, to be paid to the Lord Provoſt for 
ſupporting the dignity of the Chair, as 

ingroſſed 


3 1 
ingroſſed in laſt ſederunt, being this day 


again read in Council, the tenor where- 


of follows :—* Bailie Carmichael, as 


& Preſes of the Committee to whom it 


« was remitted, by minute of Council 
<. of the twenty-ſfixth ultimo, to take into 
<& conſideration what was a proper ſa- 
* lary to be given annually to the Lord 


< Provoſt, for ſupporting the dignity of 
< the Office, reported, That they were 


*.unanimous in opinion, that the ſala- 
ry preſently annexed to the Office was 
* not at all ſuitable to the dignity, nor 
e adequate to the expence of the ho- 
*.nourable diſcharge thereof, by rea- 
© ſon of the great riſe in the price of 
* proviſions, eſpecially of wines, and 
* alſo of houſe-rents, and the different 
manner of entertaining ſince that ſa- 
* lary was fixed: And therefore, were 
“further unanimous in opinion, that 
FP «he 
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«the Act of Council paſſed on the 1 oth 
of September 1718, ſo far as it has 
« ſettled a falary of Three hundred 
pounds per annum on the Lord Pro- 
* voſt, ſhould be repealed in that re- 
<« ſpect only.: That the fum of Five 
« hundred pounds Sterling ſhould be 
% paid to John Dalrymple, Efq; preſent 
Lord Provoſt of this City, in the 
e month of September next, in name 
< of falary, for the current year, com- 
-<, mencing at Michaelmas laſt; and the 
like ſum annually, in name of falary, 
<* in the month of September, in time 
coming, to the ſaid Lord Provoſt and 
© his ſucceſſors in-office ; and that the 
* forefaid Act of Council, of date the 
roth of September 1718, ſhould be 
„of new ratified and confirmed in the 
e haill other articles and heads there- 
„of: They unanimouſly approved 
thereof; 
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therevE; and DID, and hereby DO RE. 
SCIND the Act of Council paſſed on the 
tenth of September, One thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and eighteen, ſo far as it 
has ſettled a falary of Three hundred 
pounds per annum on the Lord Provoſt: 
And STATUTE and ORDAIN, . That 

the ſum of Five hundred pounds Ster- 
ling ſhall be paid to John Dalrymple, 
 Edq; preſent Lord Provoſt of this Ci- 
ty, in the month of September next, 
in name of ſalary, for the current year, 
commencing at Michaelmas laſt, and 
the like ſum annually, in name of fala- 
ry, in the month of September, in time 
coming, to the ſaid Lord Provoſt and 
his ſucceflors in office: And RATIFY 

and CONFIRM the foreſaid Act of 
Council, of date the tenth of Septem- 
ber, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
P22 cghteet 


1 
eighteen, in the haill other heads and 
articles thereof. 


Ext racted forth of the Council Record: 
of the City of Edinburgh, by 
JohN 9 


By Act of Council, each member of 
the Ordinary Council, who is ſero, (that 
is, one quarter after the hour of meet- 
ing,) is to pay Sixpence, and if abſent 
One Shilling ; the Preſes and Clerk 

paying double of theſe fines. 


ACTS 


&: CM» 
PARLIAMENT, 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
TO SERVE IN THE. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


% 
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| Anno SEXTO, | 


ANNE RE GIN. 


An ACT for rendering the Union 
of the Two Kingdoms more en- 
tire and complete. 


HERE As by her Majeſty's great 

wiſdom and goodneſs, the U- 
nion of the two kingdoms hath been 
happily effected, and the whole iſland 
is thereby ſubje& to one Sovereignty, 
and repreſented by one Parliament: To 


the end, therefore, that the ſaid Uni- - 


on may be rendered more complete and 
entire, be it enacted by the Queen's 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with 
the advice and conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 


and by the authority of the ſame, That 


from 
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from and after the firſt day of May, 
in the year of our Lord, One thouſand 


ſeven hundred and eight, the Queen's 


Majeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall 


have but one Privy-Council in or for 


the kingdom of Great Britain, to be 
ſworn to her Majeſty, her heirs and fuc- 
ceſſors, as Sovereigns of Great Britain; 
and ſuch Privy-Council ſhall have the 
ſame powers and authorities as the Pri- 
vy-Council of England lawfully had, 
uſed, and exerciſed at the time of the 
Vnion, and none other. 

And to the end the public peace may 
be in like manner preſerved throughout 
the whole kingdom, be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforeſaid, That in 
every Shire and Stewartry within that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
and alſo in ſuch cities, boroughs, liber- 
ties, and precincts within Scotland, as 
her Majeſty, her heirs or ſucce ſſors, 

| ſhall 
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EL; : 
ſhall think fit, there ſhall be appointed 
by her Majeſty, her heirs or ſucceſſors, 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
a ſufficient number of good and lawful 
men to be Juſtices of the Peace within 
their reſpective ſhires, ſtewartries, cities, 
boroughs, liberties or precincts, which 
perſons ſo appointed, over and above 
the ſeveral powers and authorities veſt- 
ed in Juſtices of the Peace by the laws 
of Scotland, ſhall be further authoriſed 
to do, uſe, and exerciſe over all perſons 
within their ſeveral bounds, whatever 
doth appertain to the office and truſt of 
a Juſtice of Peace, by virtue of the laws 
and acts of Parliament made in Eng- 


land before the Union, in relation to or 


for the preſervation of the public peace. 
Provided nevertheleſs, that in the Seſ- 
fions of the Peace the methods of trial 
and judgments ſhall be according to the 
laws and cuſtoms of Scotland.  _ 
Q Provided; 
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Provided, That nothing in this act 
contained ſhall be conſtrued to alter or 
infringe any rights, liberties or privi- 
leges heretofore granted to the City of 
Edinburgh, or to any other Royal Bo- 
rough, of being Juſtices of the Peace 
within their reſpective bounds. 

And whereas by an act made in Scot- 
land, in the third ſeſſion. of the ſecond. 
Parliament of the late King Charles the 
Second, intituled, An act concerning, 
the regulation of the Judicatorics,” ſeve- 
ral good and wholeſome proviſions were 
made concerning the e ſuſtice-Court; and, 
amongſt others, it was thereby enacted, 
That once a year Circuit Courts ſhould 
be kept at the time and places in the 
ſaid act mentioned: Now, for the bet- 
ter and ſpeedier adminiſtration of ju- 
ice, and further preſervation of the 
public peace in that part of the king- 
dom of Great Britain called Scotland, 

be 
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be it alſo enacted by the authority a- 
foreſaid, That for the future, twice in 
the year, that is to ſay, in the months 
of April or May, and in the month of 
October, Circuit Courts ſhall be kept 
in the ſeveral places in the ſaid act men- 
tioned, and in manner and form as in 
the ſaid act contained. 

And for the more uniform and ex- 
preſs method of electing and return- 
ing Members of Parliament, be it like- 
wiſe further enacted by the authority 
atorefard, That when any Parliament 
fhall at any time hereafter be ſummon- 
ed or called, the Forty- ive Repreſenta- 
tives of Scotland in the Houſe of Com- 
mons of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, ſhall be elected and choſen by au- 
thority of the Queen's writs under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, directed to 
the ſeveral Sheriffs and Ste warts of the 
reſpective Shires and Stewartries; and 


Q 2 the 
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the ſaid ſeveral Sheriffs and Stewarts 
mall, on receipt of ſuch writs, forth- 
with give notice of che time of election 
for the Knights or Commiſſioners for 
their reſpective Shires or Stewartries; 
and at ſuch time of election the ſeveral 
freeholders in the reſpective Shires or 
Stewartries ſhall meet and convene at 
the head Boroughs of their ſeveral Shires 
and Stewartries, and proceed to the e- 
lection of their reſpective Commiſſion- 
ers or Knights for the Shire or Stewart- 
ry; and the clerks of the ſaid meet- 
ings, immediately after the ſaid elec- 
tions are over, ſhall reſpectively return 
the names of the perſons elected to the 
Sheriff or Stewart of the Shire or Stew- 
artry, who ſhall annex it to his writ, 
and return it with the ſame into the 
court out of which the writ iſſued : 
And as to the manner of election of the 
Fifteen Repreſentatives of the Royal 

Boroughs, 
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Boroughs, the Sheriffs of the Shire of 
Edinburgh ſhall, on the receipt of the 
writ directed to him, forthwith direct 
his precept to the Lord Provoſt of E- 
_dinburgh, to cauſe a Burgeſs to be elect- 
ed for that City; and, on receipt of ſuch 
precept, the City of Edinburgh ſhall 
elect their Member, and their common 
clerk ſhall certify his name to the She- 
riff of Edinburgh, who ſhall annex it to 
his writ, and return it with the ſame 
into the court from whence the writ 
iſſued: And as to the other Royal 
Boroughs, divided into fourteen claſſes 
or diſtricts, the Sheriffs or Stewarts of 
the ſeveral Shires and Stewartries, ſhall, 
on the receipt of their ſeveral writs, 
forthwith direct their ſeveral precepts 
to every Royal Borough within thetr 
reſpective Shires or Stewarties, reciting 
therein the contents of the writ, and 


the date thereof, and commanding 
them 


. rr 
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them forthwith to elect a ar them à 


Commiſſioner as they uſed formerly to 
elect Commiſſioners to the Parliament 
of Scotland, and to order the ſaid reſpec- 
tive Commiſſioners to meet at the preſi- 
ding Borough of their reſpective diſtrict 
(naming the ſaid preſiding Borough) 
upon the thirtieth day after the day of 


the teſt of the writ, unleſs it be upon 


the Lord's Day, commonly called Sun- 
day, and then the next day after, and 
then to chooſe their Burgeſs for the 


Parliament; and the common clerk of 


the then preſiding Borough ſhall, imme- 
diately after the election, return the 


name of the perſon fo elected to the 


Sheriff or Stewart of the Shire or Stew- 


artry wherein fuch preſiding Borough 


is, who ſhall annex it to his writ, and 
return it with the ſame into the court 


from whence the writ iflued : And in 


cafe 
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caſe a vacancy ſhall happen in time of 


Parliament, by the deceaſe or legal in- 
capacity of any member, a new mem- 
ber ſhall be elected in his room, con- 


formable to the method herein before 
appointed ; and in caſe ſuch vacancy - 
be of a repreſentative for any one of 


the ſaid fourteen claſſes, or diſtricts of 
the ſaid Royal Boroughs, that Borough 
which preſided at the election of the de- 


ceaſed or diſabled member, ſhall be the 
preſiding Borough at fuch new elec- 


tion. >» 

Provided always, That upon the iſ- 
| ſuing of writs of ſummons for the e- 
lecting of a Parliament, if any Shire or 
Stewartry wherein a Royal Borough is, 
hath not then a turn, or right to elect 
a Commiſſioner, or Knight of the Shire 
or Stewartry for that Parliament, that 
chen it ſhall be omitted out of the writ 


directed 
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directed to ſuch Sheriff or Stewart, to 
cauſe a Knight, or Commiſſioner for 


that Shire or Stewartry to * elected 
for that Parliament. 


ANNe 
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ANNO SECUNDO 


GEORGII II. REGIS. 


An Act for the more effectual pre- 
venting Bribery and Corruption 
in the Elections of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament. 


T JHEREAS it is found by Preamble. 
1 thelaws 
already in being have not been 
ſufficient to prevent corrupt 
andillegalpractices in the clec- 
tion of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament; forremedy, there- 
fore, of ſo great an evil, and 
to the end that all elections of 
Members to Parliament may 
hereafter be freely and indiſfe- 
rently made, without charge 
or expence, be it enacted by 
the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
R jelty, 


Parliament- 
men to take 


the follou ing 


cath, if de- 
manded. 
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jeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords Spi- 
= ritualand Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this preſent Parlia- 
5 ment aſſembled, and by the 
ears of authority of the fame, That, 


from and after the 24th Day 
of June, in the year of our 
Lord 1729, upon every Elec- 


tion of any Member or Mem- 


bers to ſerve for the Commons 
in Parliament, every Freehol- 
der, Citizen, Freeman, Bur- 
gels, or perſon having, or 
claiming to have a right to 
vote, or be polled atfuch Elec- 
tion, ſhall, before he is admit- 
ted to poll at the ſame Elec- 
tion, take the following Oath, 
(or, being one of the people 
calledQuakers, ſhall make the 


olemn Aſſirmation appointed 


for 


* 


* 
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for Quakers) in caſe the ſame 


ſhall be demanded by either 
of the Candidates, or any two 


of the Electors; that is to ſay, 


A. B. do fwear, (or, being 
one of the people called 
Quakers, I A. B. do folemnly 
affirm) I have not received, or 


had by myſelf, or any perſon 


whatſoever in truſt for me, or 
for my uſe and benefit, directly 
or indirectly, any ſum, or ſums 
of money, office, place, or employ- 
ment, gift, or reward, or any 


promiſe or ſecurity for any mo- 
ney, ice, employment, or gift, in 
order to give my vote at this 


Election, and that I have not be- 


ere been polled at this Election. 


R 2 | Which 


Elector's oath. 


Pre ſiding 
oſũcer to ad- 
miniſter it, 
on ſorieiture 
30 bo 


1 
Which Oath or Affirmation 
the officer or officers preſiding, 
or taking the poll at ſuch E- 
lection, is and are hereby im- 
powered and required to ad- 
miniſter gratis, if demanded, 
as aforeſaid, upon pain to for- 
tcit the ſum of Fifty Pounds, 
of lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, to any perſon that ſhall 
ſue for the ſame, to be reco- 
vered, together with full colts 
of ſuit, by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, in any 
of his Majeſty's Courts of Re- 
cord at Weſtminſter, wherein 
no eſſoine, protection, wager 
of law, or more than one em- 
parlance, ſhall be admitted or 
allowed; and if the ſaid of- 
fence ſhall be committed 1n 
that part of Great Britain cal- 
led 


. 


1 
led Scotland, then to be reco- 
vered, together with full coſts 
of ſuit, by ſummary action, 
or complaint before the Court 
of Seſſion, or by proſecution 
before the Court of Juſticiary 
there, for every neglect or re- 
fuſal ſo to do: And no perſon 
Hall be admitted to poll, till 
he has taken and repeated the 
ſaid Oath, in a public manner, 
in caſe the ſame ſhall be de. 
manded, as aforeſaid, before 
the returning officer, or ſuch 
others as ſhall be legally de- 
puted by him. 


And be it further enacted, Sheriff or 
That if any Sheriff, Mayor, . 


9 1 * * d itti 
Bailiff, or other returning t be pefled. 


oflicer, ſhall admit any per- ie tt 
{on to be polled, without ta- * 


king 
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king ſuch Oath or Affirma- 
tion, if demanded, as afore- 
ſaid, ſuch returning officer 
all forfeit the ſum of One 
Hundred Pounds, to be reco- 
vered in manner aforeſaid, to- 
gether with full coſts of ſuit ; 
and that if any perſon ſhall 
vote or poll at ſuch Election, 
without having firſt taken the 
Oath, or, if a Quaker, having 
made his Affirmation, asafore- 
ſaid, if demanded, ſuch per- 
fon ſhali incur the ſame pe- 
, Voters to nalty which the officer is ſub- 
peralty. ject to for the offence above 
mentioned. ” „ 


Re turning And be it further enacted 


officer, atter 1 X 

reading the by the authority aforeſaid, 

the follo wing That every Sheriff, Mayor, | 

oatn, 4 „ | | 
Bailiff, Headborough, or o- | 


ther 


 T 
ther perſon, being the return- 
ing officer of any Member to 
{erve in Parliament, ſhall, im- 
mediately after the reading 
the writ or precept for the 
election of ſuch Member, take 
and ſubſcribe the following 
Oath, videlicet, 


7 A. B. do ſolemnly feear, That 

IT have not, directly nor in- 
directly, received any ſum or 
ſums of money, office, place, or 
employment, gratuity, or reward, 
er any bond, bill, or note, or any 
promiſe or gratuity whatſoever, 
either by myſelf, or any other 
perſon to my uſe, or benefit, or 
advantage, for making any re- 
turn at the preſent election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament; 
and that I will return ſuch per- 


ſon 
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fon or perſons, as ſhall, to the 
beſt of my judgment, appear to 
me io have the majority of legal 
VOICES. 


Which Oath, any Juſtice or 
Juſtices of the Peace of the 
ſaid County, City, Corporation 
or Borough, where ſuch Elec- 
tion ſhall be made, or, in his 
or their abſence, any three of 

the electors, are hereby re- 
quired and authoriſed to ad- 
miniſter; and ſuch Oath, ſo ta- 

ken, ſhall be entered among 
the records of the ſeſſions of 
ſuch County, City, Corpora- 1 


tion, and Borough, as afore · 
ſaid. 


Wiat votes And be it enacted by the 
c legal. authority aforeſaid, That ſuch 
votes 


3 
; 


L or] 


votes ſhall be deemed to be 


legal, which have been ſo de- 
clared by the laſt determina- 
tion in the Houſe of Com- 
mons ; which laſt determina- 


tion concerning any County, 


Shire, City, Borough, Cinque- 
port, or place, ſhall be final to 
all intents and purpoſes whats 
ſoever, any uſage to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 


And be it further enacted Penalty of 


wilful pexju- 


by the authority aforeſaid, w. 


That if any returning oflicer, 
elector, or perſon taking the 


Oathor Affirmation herein be- 


fore mentioned, ſhall be guil- 


ty of wilful and corrupt per- 


jury, or of falſe affirming, and 
be thereof convicted by due 
courſe of law, ſhall incur and 
S ſuffer 


Perſons con- 
victed never 
capable to 
vote. 


Perſons ta- 


king money 
or reward for 
their vote, 
c. forfeit 
500 l. and 
diſabled to 
vote in any 


Election. 


have, any right to vote in any 


= = 


ſuffer the pains and penalties 


which by law are enacted or 


inflicted in caſes of wilful and 
corrupt perjury. 


And be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, 
That no perſon convicted of 
wilful and corrupt perjury, 
or ſubornation of perjury, 
ſhall, after ſuch conviction, 
be capable of voting in any 
Election of any Member or 
Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment. 


And be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, 
That if any perſon who hath, 
or claimeth to have, or here- 
after ſhall have, or claim to 


ſuch 


» 
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ſach Election, ſhall, from and 
after the ſaid 24th day of June, 
which ſhall be in the year of 
our Lord 1729, aſk, receive, 
or take any money, or other 
reward, by way of gift, loan, 
or other device; or agree or 
contract for any money, gift, 
office, employment, or other 
reward whatſoever, to give 
his vote, or to refuſe or for- 
bear to give his vote, in any 
ſuch Election; or if any per- 
ſon by himſelf, or any perſon 
employed by him, doth or 
mall, by any gift or reward, 
or by any promiſe, agree- 
ment, or ſecurity for any gift 
or reward, corrupt or procure 
any perſon or perſons to give 
his or their vote or votes, or 
to forbear to give his or their 


8 2 vote 
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vote or votes, in any ſuch 
Election, ſuch perſon, ſo of- 
fending in any of the ca- 
ſes aforeſaid, ſhall, for every 
ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum 
of Five Hundred Pounds of 
lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, to be recovered as before 
directed, together with full 
coſts of ſuit: And every per- 
ſon offending in any of the 
caſes aforeſaid, from and after 
judgment obtained againſt 
him in any ſuch action of debt, 
bill, plaint, or information, 
or ſummary action, or proſe- 
cution, or being any other- 
wiſe lawfully convicted there- 
of, ſhall for ever be diſabled 
to vote in any Election of any 
Member or Members to Par- 
liament, and alſo ſhall for e- 

ver 


B 
ver be difabled to hold, exer- 
ciſe, or enjoy any office or 
franchiſe, to which he and 
they then ſhall, or at any 
time afterwards may be enti- ü 
tled, as a member of any Ci- 
ty, Borough, Town Corporate, 
or Cinque. port, as if ſuch per- 
ſon was naturally dead. 


ll And be it further enact- Offenders. 

ed by the authority afore- 7,7 de B. 

faid, That if any perſon of- — 

fending againſt this act ſhall, demnifed. 
within the ſpace of 12 months 
next after ſuch Election as 
s 3 aforeſaid, diſcover any other 
perſon or perſons offending 
againſt this act, ſo that ſuch 
perſon or perſons, ſo diſco- 
vered, be thereupon convict- 


ed, ſuch perſon ſo diſcover- 


Ing, 
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ing, and not having been be. 
fore that time convicted of 
any offence againſt this act, 
ſhall be indemnified, and diſ- 
charged from all penalties and 
diſabilities which he ſhall. 
then have incurred by any of- 
fence againſt this act. 


The Aa And, for the more effectual 


be read by the 


Sheriff, Cc. 


after reading 
the writ. 


obſervance of this act, be 
it enacted, That all and e- 
very the Sheriffs, Mayors, 


Bailiffs, and other officers, to 


whom the execution of any 
writ or precept for electing 
any Member or Members to 
ſerve in Parliament ſhall be- 
long or appertain, ſhall, and 


are hereby required, at the 


time of ſuch Election, imme- 


diately after the reading ſuch 


writ 
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writ or precept, read, or cauſe 
to be read, openly before the 
Electors there aſſembled, this 
preſent act, and every clauſe 
therein contained ; and the 
{ame ſhall alſo openly be read 
once in every year at the ge- 


neral Quarter Seſſions of the 


And at the 


Peace to be holden next after Waiter Seſ- 


ſions aſter 


Eaſter, for any County or Ci- Hater. 


ty, and at every Election of 


the chief Magiſtrate in any Bo- 
rough, Town-corporate, or 


Cinque: port, and at the annual 
Election of Magiſtrates and 
Town Counſellors, for every 
Borough within that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland. 


And be it further enact- wufal of- 


ed by the authority afore- 


der- 


fence turfcits 
10S > 


ſaid, That every Sheriff, Un- 


Proſecution 
to commence 
within two 
years. 
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der-ſheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, and 
othęr officer, to whom the ex- 
ecution of any writ er pre- 
cept for the electing of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament 
doth belong, for every wilful 
offence, contrary to this act, 
ſhall forfeit the ſum of Fifty 
Pounds, to be recovered, to- 
gether with full coſts of ſuit, 
in the manner before direct- 
ed. 


Povided always, and it is 
hereby declared and enact- 
ed by the authority afore- 
ſaid, That, no perſon ſhall be 
made liable to any incapaci- 
ty, diſability, forfeiture, or 
penalty, by this act laid or 
impoſed, unleſs proſecution 
be commenced within two 

| years 
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years after ſuch incapacity, 
diſability, forfeiture, or pe- 
nalty ſhall be incurred, or in 
caſe of a proſecution the ſame 
be carried on without wilful 
delay; any thing herein con- 
22ined to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 


TI 


| a 61 151 121 | Uopanzzg ) 5 
'*£ *gogp0 | *62 4 "77 o 51 L | oprug = 
* «goo o 87 Cz 12 191 Fr | cugſanꝗ g ̃ 
* 400 | -r 22 Lt N 101 8 (*Copfoups 14 2 
„„ 
of eg | 92. 5 1-61 bt 121 01 e 
*7 4990 r des Sr zds O 11998 , ide d gi n? Uppuny ) g 
 *Yopſong, c [opſoupagy| *Coprig [opſoupapy| Z up [opſeupayy| 
| : 1 | Pop SU ©2329] 3591 01 


— Jo S4LVYLSIOVJA] pur TuT HoRaO LIVE) 


Jo $NOOVA( 213 JO NOLLOFTY om uf 2mpavorg 30 sdang ↄm̃ 30 TAY IL 


1 


— 


ö OO IR 


n 


| 


